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Jim: i When Francis was later married he insisted on paying hié
sons for any farm chores they did because he felt very strongly
that one of the reasons his brothers left the farm was that
they had never received any pay for the work that they did and
they got to a point where they didn't want to ask their father

any more for money.

Francis was in World War II and went to officer's candidate
school and was a Second Lf. at the end of the war in an artillery
unit. His ﬁnit was never transported overseas because the war
ended. I remember my dad telling the story of how he was marching
a battalion of men towards a creek or edge of a hill or something

and he couldn't remember the command for turning them.

Francis stayed with his father and farmed until his father
retired in 1935 at about the time of Francis' marriage to Ruth.
James and Mary lived in a house located next to the Yankton
College campus in which Ann and Mary Lyons, their daughters,
now live. One story I can recall which I want to write down,
though Ann may get mad at me, was when we used to come in frbm
the farm, which was on a road which was an extension of Douglas
Avenue on which Grandpa's house was located, we would sometimes
see Grandpa sitting out on the front steps in his long handled
underwear reading the newspaper. He was very proud of his yard
and he planted four evergreen trees, two close to the house and
two farther out on the long walk into the house. Two of them

are still there.
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I remember another story I want to write down now. And
that is that my dad used to talk about Grandpa Donohoe never
drove his Dodge out of second gear. Apparently the cars before
the 1930's only had two gears and he wasn't used to shifting

int o the third gear.

Now we're going back to the Beecher side of the family and
Mary's family. Mary was the daughter of John and Johannah
Beecher. Johannah's maiden name was Welsh. They were also

Irish immigrants who probably came at about the same time as

Michael Donohoe and Ellen Peters, and probably were also teenagers

when they came to the United States. The Beecher family was a
large family. John had brothers and sisters, some of whom Ann
can recall as her-great aunts and great uncles. The one she
recalls vividly, though she never knew him, was Paddy Beecher,
who went to fight in the Civil War and never came back. _They
never knew what happened to him. John and Johannah had nine
children: Ellen (Ella), James, Katherine (Kate), Patrick,
Michael; Mary Josephine, Margaret, Margaret (the second), and
John. The story about the two Margarets is that after the
first Margaret died the next child was called Margaret. The
first Margaret died of diphtheria as a baby. Three of the
Beecher children married three of the children of Michael and
Ellen Donohoe. As said above, Johannah Donohoe married Michael
Beecher, James Albert married Mary Josephiﬁe Beecher, and Mary

Ann Donohce married John Beecher. We have already talked about
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Ann:

Jim:

the family of Johannah and Michael, James Albert and Mary, and
Mary Ann and John. Ellen, who was born in 1866 and died in

18955 married.will Burns, who was born in 1864 and died in

1957. They had a farm, they lived out their lives on a farm
near Tiffin, TIowa, not far from Iowa City. Ellen and Will had
eight children - Marie, Geneviev, Denise, Helen, Alicia, James,
Esther, and Katherine (1895-1905). Alicia was the only one of
their children who ﬁarried. She married James Beggs, a physician
who lived somewhere in California. Ann can get that information.
James farmed the home place as a farmer and, as I said before,
never married. Esther was a teacher, Marie was a teacher,
Benise was a teacher, Helen was a teacher, and Geneviev stayed
home she was never in good health, though she helped James

with the farm. Katherine died at the age of 10; she may have
been a retarded child. Ann tells the story of her aunt Kate,

who died in 1905, whose last prayer was that her niece Katherine

follow her soon and she did.
James Beecher married Ellen - we're now back with your
mother's sister.

. . these are her children -- James Beecher never married.

No, we're through with that. Now we're going back to your

mother's brother James.
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Ann:

P. l6

Oh, I see.

James married Ellen and they had two children - Eulalia
and John. James lived in Iowa City. James was kﬁOWn as Jim
and he was the youngest in the family. Ann is going to try to
find out what he did and what has happened to his two children
Eulalia and John. Ann says Eulalia has died and she was married
but her husband left her. Jim Beecher's son John is a retired
farmer now living in Iowa City. Ann says he is a very nice
fellow and very interested in the family. John was married and

his wife is not well.

Patrick Beecher married Mary Cash. He was a farmer; they
had two children -- Amy and Will. Will has died and Amy is in
a nursing home in Iowa City. Patrick and Mary died many yeérs
ago. Patrick farmed near Oxford, Iowa. Ann says that ﬁlla
Beecher and uncle John Donohoe were her favorite people (Ella
Beecher Burns). Ann also says the Beechers tended to be a

little livelier than the Donohoes.

Now I'm going to ask Ann to tell the story about the
Donohoe name being spelled with three o's when it started out

with a u in the end.
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Ann: Dad's brother Uncle John and dad always spelled the name
with a "u", and I don't know why dad changed it -- I don't know
just when it took place. But when Jack and I were in business
in Yankton we couldn't have two different spellings of the
name, so we crossed off the "u" and went along with dad and

spelled our name with the three "o's".

Jim: Well, did John Donohue -- that's how he spelled it, with a
u --

Ann: He spelled it with a "u", and Uncle John and Dad, of course,
were brothers. I don't understand or remember why dad changed

the name.

Jim: Somewhere along the line I have heard the story that there
was an'effort to decide what the name would be because everybody
was spelling it differently and that there was soﬁe kind of
family get-together, sometime, to decide. You don't remember

anything about that?

Ann: Well, I know that we talked about it =-- of course, Will
was in business too and we couldn't have two spellings of the

name.
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Jim: So it was really your side, James and Mary's children,

who decided on the three o's.

Ann: Yes,.

Jim: Do you have any idea why they selected it?

Ann: I just don't know.

Jim: My dad is supposed to have said he thought it was a very

boring way to spell it, with three o's, having to repeat it

three times.

Ann: Well, I thought so, too. I sooner they would have left

it with a u.

Jim: Ann and I did some talking about to whom we might go to

says that Alice, Grandpa Donohoe's sister, whose youngest
sister, who was the last to die, just not too long ago, was
really the darling of the family. She had two daughters, whom
we talked about earlier, named Eina and Dorothy. They lived

in Monmouth, Illincis, where their father John Ryan was a
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lawyer. Dorothy and Eina Margaret still lived there. Ann is
going to get their addresses and their married names. They
know Francis Lyons in Davenport, Iowa, and have visited him and
Ann has visited with them in Monmouth, Illinois. Ann remembers
that Michael and.Ella Donohoe and John and Johannah Beecher
could read and write, though she's not sure how well. She does
not recall ever having seen family Bibles or those kind of
books which records of the family might be in. It would be
very helpful if we could find some descendant who has some old
papers from those days that tells something about where Michael
and Ellen and John and Johannah came from and whether they had
brothers and.sisters and where their parents lived in Ireland
and where they are buried. Also, any stories that have been
handed down about how they came to the United States, where
they landed when they immigrated would be good. For instance,
Ann remembers that Johannah Welsh when she came to the United
States worked for a wealthy family in Boston and learned“to
cook. She became known out and round Iowa City as a great cook
and shé claimed that she had learned how to cook while working
for a wealthy family in Boston when she first immigrated. Ann
does not remember any of the old people having thick Irish
brogues. She does remember her grandmother her mother talking
about how they all came from County Cork. Ann has all of Mary
and James' papers that are left. She says there is nothing
there that she remembers which tells about her great great

grandparents, Michael and Ellen or John and Johannah.
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Jim:

Jim:

B, 20

Ann, you have been telling me about Little Jim and Maggie
Donohoe and saying that there were other families of Donochoes
or Donohues around where you grew up. Did they spell Eheir

name with three o's?

Ann seems to think that they spelled their name with three
o's and that they were somehow related to her father -- first
cousins. This would indicate that Michael Donohoe had brothers
who married and who had children because this would be normally
where first cousins come from of the same name. But Ann does

not remember the name of her grandfather's brother.

The Donohoes in Wakonda had a daughter whose married name

was Margaret Dunne, who now lives in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

Ann knows her well and can ask her about how her. parents
were related to Grandpa Donohoe. Specifically we ought to know
what her grandparents names were and how they were related to
Grandpé Donohoe. Ann was just telling us that while we were-
reading the part about the early history of Iowa in.thel
Encyclopedia Britainaca, which said that the capital of Iowa

was moved from Iowa City to Des Moines in 1857. She said she

-remembers that Grandpa Donohoe always talked about he helped to

move the capital from Iowa City to Des Moines. This would have

been about a year after his marriage to Ella Peters.



