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Ann:

Ann:

Jim:

I think it was -- let's see, this is 1978 -- probably in

1298 == 1im “75 or '76.

Was John Francis married?

Yes. You may have met him.

John lived in Charles City, Iowa. He was a very happy man
with a number of children. Obviously one of Ann's favorites.
He is a farmer. Will was a lawyer in Waterloo, Iowa, who never
married. Jim was a real estate man and lived at Creston, Iowa.
He was married but Ann doesn't remember his family. Hannah
didn't marry and Michael didn't marry. Hannah lived in Daugherty
as did Michael. Ann remembers Hannah as being a most be;utiful
young woman. Michael Ann remembers as being a very funny man
who coﬁld keep everyone in stitches. 1In fact, she remembers
him once in a group of the family making some remark that kept
them laughing for an hour or more which Ann still rememgers.
Hannah had many opportunities to marry but apparently wasn't

interested. Mary Ann and John had a farm in Daugherty.
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Your dad and I went to visit him one summer when they were
all home, and we just had the time of our lives. They were :
grown but they were all home. I remember around the piano,

singing and so on, and we had such a good time.

Ann guesses that Sister Mary Brasilian died about 1918 and
that Sister Mary Euna died earlier. Ann says she never knew
Sister Mary Euna. Ann thinks she was also at St. Joseph Academy

in Des Moines.

James Albert, my grandfather, married Mary Josephine
Beecher February 20, 1882. James lived until he was 89 years
old and died August 21, 1946, just a few months after their
64th wedding anniversary. I can remember going to the 60th
wedding anniversary party in 1942 at the Curry Hotel whiph
later became the Nancy Hotel (Charles Gurney's wife) and which
is now a rest home called Riverview Ménor in Yankton, South

Dakota.

James and Mary had six children. Ellen, William S., John
W. (known as Jack), Francis Aloysius, Ann (who was called Rose
Anna at her baptism_and probably on her 5irth certificate, but
has always called herself Ann without a middle initial),.and

Mary.

Ann recalls that Grandma Donohoe always wrote her name as

Mary J.
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Jim: William's middle name was Samuel. He was born on February 22,

1883 and died October 19, 1946. He married Catherine Fitzgerald.
He was a mortician at the time of his death and the partner or
somehow involved with two brothers Leo and Otto Kabiscman which
is known as the Kabiscman-Donohoe Funeral Home in Yankton,

South Dakota. A successor to that original funeral business is
still operating in Yankton and has very recently built a new

facility. It is now known as the Kostel Funeral Home.

Will was educated in high school at St. Ambrose in Davenport,
Iowa. He went to Minneapolis for his training as a mortician.
Will and Kit (as she was known) had two children, Mary and

James. Mary was a secretary stenographer who married a lawyer

. . A :
named Ed Wadsworth and they lived in PeﬁgrvRaplds, Iowa. He
: . . anls
just died last year. They had two children. mes was educated
as a nurse as St. Vincent's Hospital in Sioux City, Iowa and
married Loyd Sorensen. They had four children, Mary, Barbara,
James and Ann. They lived at Rapid City, South Dakota. Loyd

is an engineer who works for the city at Rapid City.

Jack (John Walter) was born September 4, 1885, and'died in
1973. He was a businessman in Yankton at the time of his death
(retired). He was married to Helen Smith. They had one daugher,
Catherine, who was born in November 1929, who is currently a
retired marine officer retired at the rank of major, we believe.

Catherine lives somewhere in North Carolina. Ann can find out

Lo - . o
from her address book. Tz~ )JLb%LUT A’ %fd,aélﬂikﬂu
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Jim: Jack had a most interesting career. After the family

moved to South Dakota in 1911 he left the farm and eventually
became involved in a bank in Yankton known as the Farmers and
Merchants State Bank. That bank failed in the latter part of
the 1920's reportedly because one of the officers absconded
after having either embezzled or taken bank assets. A man

named Ray was the culprit. He was probably the president of

the bank. Jack was a junior officer. Later he was involved in
a dairy operation known as the Sanitary Dairy located in Yankton

which later became known as the Keating Dairy. Later Jack went

]
ot 5
into business with Arnold Anderson about the time of World

War II and the business was known in the family as the box
factory. It involved buying up stands of cottonwood trees and
sawing them up into the components for wooden egg cartons, or
boxes. This apparently was a very successful business. Jack
was also involved in the ownership of wvarious rental real

estate property in Yankton.

Eilen Maria, born November 18, 1882 and died February 15,
1956, was a secretary-stenographer until her retirement. She
worked in Chicago, Illinois, most of her working career; Ann
also reports that she worked in Minneapolis and Denver and

other places as well.

Ella had her high school training in Iowa City at a Catholic
high school there, perhaps St. Patrick's, and was trained in

secretarial skills at a business in Aberdeen, South Dakota.

Jack went to St. Ambrose College for his high school in Davenport.
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Jim: Ann was a school teacher and later a businesswoman owning
her own business in Yankton, South Dakota. She was originally
educated at St. Joseph's Academy in high school in Des Moines,
Towa, and then was later educated and graduated from the University
of South Dakota at Vermillion in 1927. After that she taught
school at many locations in Vermillion, South Dakota, and Lake Andes
South Dakota, Pierre, South Dakota, and Tripp, South Dakota.
Also, in Minnesota at Evelth, Minnesota. 1In 1936 Ann bought a
gift shop business located on Third Street (Main Street) in
Yankton, which was later moved to a small building located
between Third and Fourth Streets in Yankton on Walnut Street.

She operated that gift shop until 1957.

Mary (Mary ghrmelita) was born on June 17, 1898. Mary
married William Francis Lyons on February 20, 1928, who was a
farmer and spent.most of their married life on the farm located
east of Yankton, S.D., which is presently the home place where
their eldest son, Patrick Joseph Lyons, and his family. Mary
was educated in high school at Yankton High School in Yankton,
S. D. She went on and took her teachers training in Debuke,
Iowa, and finished at Yankton College. She téught school in
Phillips, S. D. and Murdo, S. D. She mgﬁ uncle Bill at Kit and
Will's house while they lived in Wag@oner, S.D. Will was a

mortician in his early married years at Wag?oner, S. D.
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Francis was born on October :%, 1889. He married Ruth
Moore (actually Florence Ruth More) on July 3, 1935, at Rosary
College chapel in River Forest, Illinois (a Chicago suburb).
They had three sons, James Albert, April 13, 1936, George More,

July 11, 1937, and Jerome Frances, March 17, 1939.

Francis was educated in high school at St. Ambrose College
in Davenport, Iowa, and spent two years at the University of
Iowa in Iowa City. He was the only one of the sons of James
and Mary to have any college education. He played violin and
clarinet in the University of Iowa orchestra and band. He h.d
a very short lived career as a school teacher on returning from
college when the local school teacher left the local school.

He spent most of his life as a farmer, though apparently he was
involved in various other kinds of business ventures from time
to time, including a nightclub located east of Yankton called
Idlewild on a privately owned park on the James River. Other

members of the family were also involved (Jack).

Mary and James lived on a farm near Nolan Settlement in

‘Towa, and were also located a mile from a small town called

Morse, Iowa, and ﬁen miles from Iowa City, which was the county
seat. Ann thinks that the farm they lived on was financed by
James' father, Michael, but James did pay for it and owned it.
He may have been in the farm prior to his marriage to Mary.
They had a large house on the farm and.were active in farming

and community affairs. James is supposed to have been one of
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Jim:
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the first people in Iowa County to own an automobile. It was a
Maxwell which was bought somewhere around 1908. In 1910 James
and Mary then approximately 55 years of age - 54 years of age -
decided to leave the Nolan Settlement area with their family,
who by that time were all educated with the exception of Ann
who was still in high school and Mary who was still in grade
school. The purpose of the move was to find a place where
there was sufficient land so that farms could be purchased fbr
the children. Apparently James was not satisfied that land was
available nearby and may not have been entirely satisfied with
his relationships with people in the area, many of whom were
relatives of one kind or another. The relatives had difficulty
with James and Mary's children having so much more education
than others and their children and there were tensions. 1In
deciding to move to another location they traveled about for
about a year trying to find a place that would be satisﬁactory.
The family tradition is that they were looking for a farm
located near a town with a Catholic church and with a Knights
of Colambus counsel. At that time there was much interest in -
South Dakota among upper mid people living in the upper mid-

West.

James had a cousin named James, who was married to cousin
of Mary's named Margaret. They were called Little Jim and
Maggie. They had left the Nolan Settlement area and had moved
to Wakonda, S. D. James and Mary had been interested in the

Carol, Iowa, where there was a farm that they had found which
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had interested them but eventually they came to Wakonda and
located the farm they eventually purchased. They also lived a
year at Beresford, S. D. on a farm they rented. The farm they
purchased at Yankton was at the time of the purchase about 600
acres and was or became a large dairy operation. I recall
stories, from whom I don't recall, that the original purchase
price of the farm was $90,000. Francis, Will and Jack were all
on the farm at the time they bought it and helped to build it
into a large modern farming operation with large barns, stock
tanks, a bunkhouse, hired men, married hired men's quarters,
horse barns, etc. They also built a large home which is still
in existence north of the Catholic cemetery in Yankton within
the city limits of Yankton. All of the outbuildings are now
gone with the exception of a garage. They had a deep artesian
well for water and also cisterns in which city water was hauled
for household use (sometimes called soft water). They had a
long steel hitchrail in their driveway in which huge comﬁon |
driveway area which held many teams of horses at harvest time.
Will aﬁd Jack left the farm though at one time a farm was
purchased northwest of the original farm Four Wheels(?) which
it was later called the Anderson place. And was sold sometime
later. James was a most progressive man. He was one of the
subscribers to the bond issue raised in the 1930;5 to build a
drawbridge across the Missouri River from Yankton to Nebraska.
His son Jack ran into financial difficulties as a result of the
collapse of the Farmers and Merchants State Bank, James and

Jack's brothers and sisters helped him through that time.






