Ann Donohoe interview, Yankton South Dakota
Conducted by Jim Donohoe, nephew, Dallas (1979)

(20 pages)

Ann Donohoe is the daughter of James and Mary Donohoe. Her father James is the son of
Michael Donohue (1834-1918) who emigrated from Ireland to America in his early teens and
established a very successful farm at the Nolan settlement near lowa City, lowa where he
married Ellen Peters in 1856. And his father, James was born at the Nolan settlement in 1857.
He was the firstborn of Michael and Ellen Donohue, out of 11 children, 10 of whom lived to
adulthood. In 1910, James and Mary (Beecher ) then approximately 55 years of age moved the
entire family to Yankton, South Dakota. Ann and my mother both said the reason he moved
was: "there were too damn many relatives in lowa". This interview gives a good picture of Ann's
brothers and sisters: Will, Jack, Francis, Ella, Mary (my mother) and Ann herself.

Ann is the sister of my mother, Mary Donohoe Lyons. Ann was a school teacher and school
principal in Minnesota and then operated the Yankton Gift Shop for many years. She cared for
her mother, Mary Donohoe, my grandmother who died at age 100 in 1956 and also for her
sister, Aunt Ella who died a few months before her mother in the same year. -- Robert F. Lyons,
6/6/2010.

Jim Donohoe is the nephew of Ann and the son of Francis and Ruth Donohoe. He grew upin
Yankton, South Dakota and established a successful law practice in Dallas, Texas. His two
brothers are George Donohoe, California and Jerry Donohoe, Chicago.

See the obituary of Michael Donohoe and the autobiography of Mary C. Donohoe Lyons on this
website for additional information.
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Jim:

Interview of Ann Donchoe, Yankton, S.Dak

conducted by Jim Donohoe, nephew, Dallas

The Donohoe family derives its surname from Michael Donochoe
(who spelled his name D-o-n-o-h-u-e), the family tradition is
that he was about 15 years old, or at least in his mid to early
teens, when he came from Ireland. We don't know when he came
or where he landed, and we are not at this point aware of his
age, though that information may be available in the church at
Nolan settlement near Iowa City, Iowa, where he settled and had
a farm most of his life. He is buried in that churchyard. Ann
guesses that he died in 1914 or 1915 because she recalls the
folks going back to Iowa from South Dakota for thg funeral.
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I recall from other conversations that Michael was a part
of a large family, but Ann does not remember anything about his
family. They came from Ireland sometime (perhaps in the 1840's).
Frances Lyons' family history indicates that Michael Donohue

married Ellen Peters on April 20, 1856.

Ann recalls that Ellen Peters was also an immigrant who
may ha;e come at about the same time as Michael. Ann does not
remember any sisters or brothers of Ellen Peters. Ellen was
Irish and they were married. Michael and Ellen may or may not
have been married at Nolan settlement and may have settled at
Nolan settlement before or after they married. Sincé Grandpa
Donohoe was born at Nolan settlement in 1857, it seems reason-
able that Michael was already farming in that area at the time

of his marriage the previous year.
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Grandma Donghoe (of whom we will speak later) always
talked to Ann about how they came from County Cork in Ireland.
There also were stories about how there were many deaths on the

crossing from Ireland to the United States.

Michael and Ellen had 10 children:

Name Married or Religious Birthdate

James Albert Married May 31, 1857
(Lyon says Aloysius)

Bridget Married Prob. 1858 (e
(Thomas Cusack)

Hannah (Johannah) Married | 1858
(Michael Beecher)

Mary Ann Married
(John Beecher)

Alice Married (younges!
(John Ryan) daughter)
Margaret Married

(Daniel Lynch)

John Married
(Mary Welsh)

Katherine (Kate) Unmarried
Ellen Religious (BVM,
Sister Mary Euna)
Rosetta Religious
(Sister Mary Brasilian
BVM*)
Michael Unmarried ' 1870 (died

at birth)

*Ann Donohoe says that she had one of Sister Mary Brasilian's
last letters. She was located at St. Joseph Academy in Des
Moines, Iowa, where Ann took her four years of high school.
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Jim: Bridget married Thomas Cusak, who was a farmer and, according
to Ann, they had a farm near Iowa City. It was also near
Oxford. Ann seems to remember that they had two boys.and a
girl. Ann seems to remember that one of the boys died, also
Euna, the daughter. One boy may be still left. One of the
Quad Cities (beginning with a B). The deceased brother may

have been a lawyer, the survivor is probably a real estate man.

That should have been Battendorf.

Margaret, who married Daniel Lynch, had three children -
Daniel, Leo and Helen. They lived in Montana. Ellis married
John R. Ryan, a lawyer, and they had three children - Dorothy,
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have the information in an address book - it was in Iowa somewhere.
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Eina Margaret is still alive and Ann still hears from her. All
three children, in fact, are alive and probably live in Iowa

somewhere. Two of them live in the town where they qrew"up.

John, who mérried Mary Welsh, was a mortician in Iowa
City, Iowa. John died about 1968. John had four children -
Walter, Eunia, Maria and Jean. Three of those children have
passed on and Irene is still living in a retirement home in

Phoenix.
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Jim: Hannah, who married Michael Beecher, had six children -
Ellen, Ramond, Genevieve, Francis, Bertina and Mary. Raymond
was a priest who died very.young of tuberculosis. Francis is
living in Iowa City, Mary is probably was known to Ann as May
and she died within the last two years. May was married and
lived in Mason City, Iowa. Ann has May's married name. Beftina,
Ann thinks, has also passed away. Ellen married Andy O'Neal
and she is now dead within the last two years. Francis is

still alive and lives in Iowa City. She did not marry.

Mary Ann and John had eight children - Michael, Hannah,
James, William, John Francis, Genevieve, Mary and Ellen.
Genevieve and Ellen (Ann calls her Ella) are still alive. Ella
had married. Ella lived in Mason City. Mary had married
Thomas Dolan. They are both dead but they lived in Mason City.
From her address book Ann can find out whom Ella married and
what their family status was. The Dolans also had children and
Ann said she could get that information. Genevieve still lives

on the home farm at Daugherty, Iowa. John Francis --

Ann: -- a couple of years -- in fact, there were four deaths in
that family in one eyar and that was John, Will, Jim and Mary --

four of them died in one vyear.

Jim: Do you remember what year that was?






