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To the reader of Letters to the Editor: 
 

 
This collection of Letters to the Editor is produced purely for 

the satisfaction of the author in the knowledge that it will produce as 
much revenue as their original publication harvested but as much 
pleasure among loyal friends who have been so generous over the 
years in encouraging the pen of this writer.  
 

Since the first letter was published in March of 1987 in the New 
York Times (Baby M. surrogate mother case) to the most recent 
publication in the June/July 2010 issue of Irish America magazine 
(Remembrances of the Irish Famine),  eighty-four compositions by 
this author have been printed. And in full disclosure, about an equal 
number never saw the light of day, perhaps because the regular 
editor was out on the day that the old-fashioned letter by snail mail 
or the e-mail was received.  
 
The editors who chose to print the letters are from: 
 

1. The New York Times (Daily & Sunday editions &      

Book Review & Arts online edition) 

2.  Yankton Press & Dakotan (author’s native South Dakota) 

3.  York County Coast Star (The Kennebunks, Maine) 

4.  Boston Globe (Daily and Sunday editions) 

5.  Portland Press Herald & Maine Sunday Telegram 

6.  Irish Examiner (Cork) 

7.  Irish Independent (Dublin) 

8.  Irish American News (Chicago) 

9.  Irish Times (Dublin) 

10.  The Dissident (Maine) 

11.  Irish America Magazine (New York) 

12.  National Public Radio: All Things Considered (on-air) 

13.  Sunday Valley News & Valley News (New Hampshire) 

14.  Commonweal Magazine (New York) 

15.  National Catholic Reporter (Kansas City) 

16.  Kennebunk Post (Maine) 

17.  North Reading Transcript (Massachusetts) 
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Most of the letters were written while living in New England; 

some while living in Ireland. Several of the letters are repetitious as 
to topic but were published in very different publications around the 
country, apparently judged by the editors to be of interest to a 
diverse readership.   
 

Tastes are the unchallengeable axiom of a man’s behavior. He 
may usefully be criticized for inefficiency in satisfying his desires, 
but the desires themselves are a given. There may be a touch of the 
exhibitionist in a compulsive writer of letters to the editor, and in 
someone who publishes the entire collection.  

                   
 But the rewards for the author are the same as those of a 
seasoned chef whose primary delight in the preparation of fine foods 
is the aesthetic and culinary experience itself, regardless of the 
response of the taste buds by others at the table. And for letter 
writers as for good chefs:  

 
De gustibus, non est disputandum!  
(There's no quarreling about taste!) 

 
 The author does have a small expectation that the reader may 
find some delight in flipping through the pages, even finding a new 
insight or issue to challenge or enhance. 
 

With appreciation for all: 
 
 
 
Robert F. Lyons, Kennebunkport, Maine 
Author of Letters to The Editor 
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About the Author 
 

 

 

   

 

      Osher Lifelong Learning Institute – University of Southern Maine, Portland 

 

   

Professional profile 

 

 

 

Bob Lyons 

 

If your interest is Ireland,  

 

then Bob Lyons is for you 

 

    

Bob Lyons' courses in the Osher Lifelong 

Learning Institute have had a strong Irish 

flavor, reflecting a heritage that reaches 

more than a century and a half from 

Ireland to this country.   

  As he notes the Lyons family left 

Ireland during what is called "The Great Migration" in the 1840s. That 

brought Jeremiah (wife Ellen was with him) to build the railroad, along 

with other Irish and the Chinese, from Schenectady, New York, to 

Chicago. (This first Lyons owned 40 acres on what became The Chicago 

Stockyards.) 

  But "the call was to the lands to the west," Bob adds, first to Iowa. 

Then, in 1880, his grandfather Will and older brother Richard lead a wagon 

train of 40 Irish to homestead in the Dakotas. 

   Bob's father, William and mother Mary - she was a successful farmer's 

daughter - settled in South Dakota. The one-room schoolhouse he attended 

was on his father's farm. As he says, "The seeds of lifelong learning were 

well-rooted first in my home by my parents. We always had plenty of 

reading material with lively discussion at the table, and we had music too." 
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   His professional career was in education and included being executive 

director of a consortium of seven public schools near Boston which 

operated programs for handicapped children. He also established an 

alternative high school based at Northeastern University and a day care 

within the public schools. 

   Earlier he was a social worker in New York City, working with 

incarcerated youth and was a vocational rehabilitation counselor in Boston. 

His retirement in 1996 turned his attention to digging into his Irish roots 

and returning and living in Ireland much of the past 10 years, obtaining 

material for the courses he was to offer at different OLLIs later on.   

 Living in Ireland, he and his wife Nona, a research scholar at 

University College Cork - still found time to roam Ireland "discovering," 

as he says, "the riches of our ancestral lands." Bob busied himself by 

giving his Irish film classics course at University College Cork and at the 

Briery Gap Cultural Centre in Macroom in County Cork. He worked with 

Irish poets and writers at the Munster Literature Centre in Cork and 

organized a James Joyce Bloomsday program that was presented for two 

years in the designated "literary pub." 

   He met a young tenor, Paddy Homan, and helped to produce his first 

CD, "Far from the Land." He later brought him to OLLI at USM for 

concerts in 2003 and 2004, thanks to support of Kali Lightfoot and Susan 

Morrow. 

   The involvement with lifelong learning programs began 12 years ago at 

the Institute of Lifelong Learning Education at Dartmouth, (ILEAD) which 

launched his career at what he calls an itinerant OLLI teacher. 

Northwestern is also on his résumé. 

   When not in Ireland, Bob and Nona lived in Maine and Massachusetts, 

finally settling in Kennebunk, "where we're close enough to hear the 

roaring on the ocean and to fill our lungs each morning with the fresh 

aroma of the sea." 

This Maine connection drew him to OLLI, then Senior College. "I 

sniffed it out at the time when Harry Sky was developing the program and 

I'm delighted to discover what has now become OLLI." 

After the last two years at the OLLI program at Tufts University, he's now 

in his sixth year at OLLI here, teaching "Irish Short Stories from the New 

Yorker." Previously he's given courses here on the "Irish Film Classics 

(themes of Irish History,)" "Irish Readers Theater," and "Immigrant 

Experiences in America." 

  As Bob comments, "It is the energy and enthusiasm of all OLLI 

members who participate in my classes that continues to inspire and 

motivate me to develop courses for the future. The love of learning in all 

its form keeps us young forever." 

  Bob and Nona return to Ireland in November 2010 to launch her new 

book, Handbook of Reflection and Reflective Inquiry: Mapping a Way of 
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Knowing for Professional Reflective Inquiry, and he'll undoubtedly return 

with new ideas of course to enlighten and entertain future OLLI classes. 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, March 3, 1987 

Biblical Precedents  
 The nature of the surrogacy has been 

misstated in reporting on the Baby M. case. Mary 

Beth Whitehead is not a surrogate mother; rather, 

she is a surrogate wife to William Stern. The 

surrogate (i.e. substitute) mother is Elizabeth 

Stern. 

 

 One of the earliest recorded cases of this type is in Genesis 16:1-16. 

Abraham‘s wife, Sarah, could bear no children. So Sarah had the idea of a 

surrogate wife to get a child. ―Sarah took Hagar, her Egyptian slave girl 

and gave her to Abraham as his wife.‖ 

 

 Abraham went to Hagar, and she conceived a son. At that point, Sarah 

treated the surrogate wife so badly that Hagar ran away. But Yahweh 

intervened and assured her she would have a son with descendents too 

numerous to be counted. 

 

 Abraham was 86 when his surrogate wife bore him Ishmael. Sarah later 

bore a son with Abraham, named Isaac. The surrogate wife and her son, 

Ishmael, were driven out again, and he made his home as ―a wild-ass of a 

man‖ in the wilderness. 

 

 Rachel made the same surrogate-wife arrangement so that she and 

Jacob could have children (Genesis 30:1-13. She gave her slave girl Bilhah 

―as a wife‖ to her husband, and two sons were born. Her sister, Leah 

followed suit and gave her slave girl Zilpah ―to Jacob as a wife,‖ and two 

sons were born of that surrogate wife. 

 

 The Baby M. affair might be accepted by society if seen as an 

arrangement with a surrogate wife. It will probably never be accepted if 

seen as an arrangement for a surrogate mother. A woman who sees the fruit 

of her womb can hardly be called a surrogate mother. But a child by a 

surrogate wife has a longer tradition. 
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Thursday, December 1, 1988 

Massachusetts wisdom 
 Not 48 hours after the people had voted, the Reagan-Bush 

administration sent notices to 80,000 farmers and to the women of the 

United States of the government‘s intentions for their future welfare. 

 The farmers were notified of pending foreclosure notices on their 

farms. The women were notified, by Reagan‘s brief to the Supreme Court 

to encourage reconsideration of the Rowe vs. Wade decision, that a 

woman‘s right to decide her fate regarding a pregnancy may also be 

foreclosed. 

 The administration, both old and new, firmly states that the timing of 

these decisions had nothing to do with politics. These omens from our 

―read my lips‖ president-elect suggest that now might be the hour to dust 

off those old 1972 bumper stickers for all to read: ―Don‘t blame me; I‘m 

from Massachusetts.‖ 

  

 

 
Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan Wednesday, December 14, 1988 

 

Undaunted 
 

EDITORS NOTE: The author, Robert F. Lyons is originally from the 

Yankton area. His brother Pat, continues to farm the family farm east of 

Yankton; his brother Jack, provides music at Mount Marty College and his 

mother lives on Douglas Avenue. 

 

NOT 48 HOURS after the people had voted, the Reagan-Bush 

administration sent notices to 80,000 farmers and to the women of the 

United States of the government‘s intentions for their future welfare. 

 The farmers were notified of pending foreclosure notices on their 

farms. The women were notified, by Reagan‘s brief to the Supreme Court 

to encourage reconsideration of the Rowe vs. Wade decision, that a 

woman‘s right to decide her fate regarding a pregnancy may also be 

foreclosed.                 

 The administration, both old and new, firmly states that the timing of 
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these decisions had nothing to do with politics. These omens from our 

―read my lips‖ president-elect suggest that now might be the hour to dust 

off those old 1972 bumper stickers for all to read: ―Don‘t blame me; I‘m 

from Massachusetts.‖ 

The people of South Dakota in Massachusetts are forever joined 

together by the experiences of losing the national campaign to elect the 

native son to the White House. I am a son of my native state of South 

Dakota (Yankton) for the past 20 years of my adopted state of 

Massachusetts. The disappointment of defeat has been twice experienced: 

McGovern in 1972 and Dukakis in 1988. Neither the voice of my farming 

roots to the passion of the Plains transplanted to the east have been 

diminished by these defeats. The Chinook winds of the prairies of the tides 

of the Atlantic Ocean will surely surface again a native son or daughter 

from the Plains  or New England to lead this vast country of ours 

 

 

 

 

 

York County Coast Star   

 

Kennebunk, Maine             Wednesday, May 30, 1990 

 

Some 18th-century advice for the Port 
 

Before the next presidential visit, the protectors and planners who 

startled residents last Tuesday with their mock terrorist attack might 

consider how the citizens of the Massachusetts Bay Colony responded to a 

similar presence in the 18th century. Gov. Dudley attempted to order some 

carters (wagon haulers) off a public road to let him and his entourage pass 

by. The locals looked over the situation and decided that it would be better 

for the royal governor to get off the road. And the governor was persuaded 

to step aside and let the citizens continue on their way undeterred.  

When the whap-whap of the helicopters suddenly overpowers the cries 

of seabirds along Ocean Avenue, and when the residents on their daily trip 

to Patten‘s Berry Farm find the road closed so that the presidential party 

can play golf without distraction; and when a detour is necessary to visit 

friends in Cape Porpoise, a few citizens might have some 18th-century 

advice about being in the presidential spotlight. 

  

 

http://www.coaststar.com/
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Book Review November 18, 1990  

‘Anchors’  
 In Mary Perot Nichols‘s otherwise informative review, she comments 

on the authors‘ account of Tom Brokaw‘s early life: ―alas, there is heavy 

sliding through Mr. Brokaw‘s hometown, Yankton, South Dakota…. It 

should get better after Mr. Brokaw breaks out of Yankton, but it doesn‘t.‖ 

Surely the reviewer does not mean to suggest that the quality of small-town 

life in Yankton had anything to do with the authors‘ dull narrative of Mr. 

Brokaw. 

  

 

York County Coast Star   

 

Kennebunk, Maine        Wednesday, January 30, 1991 

  

‘Not one would mind, neither bird, nor tree, If 
mankind perished utterly’ 
  Now that we have impatiently fired the first new shot heard round the 

world in the desert Gulf, and before the 45,000 body bags start returning to 

us - filled, I propose that the president declare a national day of meditation 

on the words of the anonymous poet to consider the world after this war is 

done: 

 

 There will come soft rains and the smell of the crowd, 

 And swallows circling with her shimmering sound; 

 

 And frogs in the pool singing that night, 

 And wild plum-trees in tremulous white. 

 

 And not one will know of the war, not one 

 Will care at last when it is done. 

 

Not one would mind, neither bird nor tree, 

If mankind perished utterly; 

 

And Spring herself, when she woke at dawn 

Would scarcely know that we were gone.  (Anonymous) 

http://www.coaststar.com/
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York County Coast Star 

 Kennebunk, Maine                           October 14, 1992 

 

Remember words of Roosevelt 
  

The story of President Bush's refusal to pay income taxes to the State of 

Maine continues to surface with the regularly of the tides about Walker's 

Point in Kennebunkport. 

 Although President Bush disclaims any obligation to pay income taxes 

to Maine since the early 1980s by virtue of his claim that a hotel room in 

Texas is his primary residence, on the next visit to his non-residential 

home in Kennebunkport, he might meditate on the statement of his 

predecessor in the White House and a fellow Maine traveler: "Taxes, after 

all, are the dues that we pay for the privileges of membership in an 

organized society"--Pres. Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Monday, February 8, 1993 

 

Gender memo 
 

Memo to: President Clinton, Joint Chiefs of Staff, Senators Nunn and 

Mitchell and others 

Re: Gender Preference and Bans in Military 

 

 Please consider that although "sex is the one thing that takes up the 

least amount of time and causes the most amount of trouble" (John 

Barrymore), all "lovers swear more performance than they are able" 

(William Shakespeare). For the youth of the boomer generation, "there 

may be some things better than sex, and some things may be worse. But 

there is nothing exactly like it" (W. C. Fields). 

You should totally integrate the military, lift all bands on gender 

preference and promote a code of conduct that "contraceptives should be 

used on every conceivable occasion." Spike Mulligan. 

It's not the bans stupid! It's still the budget and the economy. 

 

http://www.coaststar.com/
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Thursday, February 17, 1994 

 
Thursday, February 17, 1994 

Yeats said it best 
 The editorial on Gerry Adams and his desire for an islandwide 

plebiscite to end the partition of Ireland omits a fundamental fact: the 

people of the Irish Republic do not want union with Northern Ireland. 

Ulster and the British deserve each other.   

 In "Ireland: A. Social and Cultural History, 1922 to the Present," 

Seamus Heaney writes, "It is not enough for people to simply say, ‗Ah, 

they‗re all Irishmen,' when some Northerners actually spit at the word 

Irishmen.... The response of many in the Republic has been akin to that of 

the poet W. B. Yeats when he remarked to Lady Gregory of the inhabitants 

of the North and of their politics, 'I've always been of the opinion that if 

such disagreeable neighbors shut the door, it is better to turn the key in it 

before they change their mind.'" 

 And to that remark of the poet, I hear a resounding chorus of approval 

from my County Waterford great-grandparents who fled that island in 1844 

to walk through this great nation's open door. 

 

 

 
 May 20, 1994 

Let Ulster be Ulster 
 Edward Gaffney‘s article on Northern Ireland [An Adam's Chronicle," 

April 8] omits reference to a critical factor in the discussions: the majority 

of the people of the Republic do not want union with Northern Ireland. 

Ulster and the British deserve each other.       

 Seamus Heaney has observed, "It is not enough for people to say, ‗Ah, 

they're all Irishmen,' when some Northerners actually spit at the word 

Irishmen." The response of many in the Republic has been akin to that of 

the poet W. B. Yeats when he remarked to Lady Gregory of the inhabitants 

of the North and of their politics, 'I've always been of the opinion that if 

such disagreeable neighbors shut the door, it is better to turn the key in it 

before they change their mind.'" 
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 And to that remark of the poet, I hear a resounding chorus of approval 

from my County Waterford great-grandparents who fled that island in 1844 

to walk through this great nation's open door. 

 

 

 

 
   Thursday, May 25, 1995 

Readers Disagree on Gerry Adams Role 
 

YOUR EDITORIAL on Gerry Adams‘ visit correctly states his 

mission and encourages Americans to support the efforts to end British 

rule in Northern Ireland. 

 Mr. Adams has successfully brokered a laying down of arms and 

displays the political skills and the wit necessary to continue the process of 

hope for peace. 

The achievement to date is all the more remarkable since many in the 

Irish Republic are ambivalent about union with Northern Ireland. Seamus 

Heaney writes, "It is not enough for people to say, ‗Ah, they're all 

Irishmen,' when some Northerners actually spit at the word Irishmen."  

The response of many in the Republic has been akin to that of the poet W. 

B. Yeats when he remarked to Lady Gregory of the inhabitants of the 

North and of their politics, 'I've always been of the opinion that if such 

disagreeable neighbors shut the door, it is better to turn the key in it before 

they change their mind.'" 

Gerry Adams and his party, Sinn Fein, have adopted the belief of an 

earlier Irish statesman, Edmund Burke that "time is required to produce 

that union of minds which alone can produce all the good we aim at. Our 

patience will achieve more than our force." 

With a strong assist from President Clinton and his special envoy, 

George Mitchell, now indeed is the time for our support and prayers so that 

the process will continue. 

 And to that end, I hear a resounding chorus of approval from my 

County Waterford great-grandparents who fled that beautiful island in 

1844 to walk through this great nation's open door. 
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The Dissident 
Maine's Journal of political and cultural analysis  

September 1995 

The Search for Post-Religious Spirituality 
 

The stimulating essays "Still Godless After These Years," by Tom 

Patton and the complementary "Religion's Revenge on 'The Moderns'" by 

John Rensenbrink (July/August 1995) provide the question and intimate an 

answer for those who have shed the ecclesiastical cocoon and faith of their 

youth. Patton is "released through education from the debilitating 

confinement of religious orthodoxy." Rensenbrink affirms that there are 

"moments of supreme and ineffable joy that come to us from time to time... 

intimations of what we human beings can and will move towards as we 

learn and love and negotiate our way forward." 

John Mortimer articulates the existential question of the deity and 

search for a post-religious spirituality in another way: "Lack of belief is 

also an act of faith; the one thing we can be sure of is uncertainty. The 

atheist longing for some deeper and more magical quality in living, and the 

religious man afraid he has devoted his life to a myth, have much in 

common." 

Mortimer, author of Rumpole at the Bailey series and a member of 

Atheists for Christ, adds: "My unbelief doesn't mean that I could do 

without churches... Even as an unbeliever, I am part of a Christian 

civilization. Perhaps it's in his declining years, but Christianity has been 

responsible for me... Does it matter if God is man's creation and He is, like 

the Greek gods, a supreme character in fiction? Fictional characters can 

influence our lives, and from a jumble of myth and history there emerged 

the revolutionary idea which has changed us all for the better....All fiction, 

all plays, all detective stories, all parables, all fairy tales, myths and 

religions, are our attempt to provide an explanation for the haphazard 

events of our lives, or at least impose some order on them.     

 We long for the logical patterns which poets and storytellers provide so 

easily. So, depending on time and place of our birth, we may decide that 

this cruel world is some sort of obstacle course in the way to heaven, or the 

quarrels among the gods are responsible for wars and ship-wrecks, or that 

God was born of a virgin and executed to redeem my sins; or that, far from 
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being merciful, God has decreed the death sentence for blaspheming 

against him and His holy works" (Murderers and Other Friends, 1994). 

 Some assert that it is not true that the atheist believes in nothing; the 

atheist believes in anything. The challenge of our time is to continue the 

quest to define the ineffable myth as we "negotiate our way forward." 

Congratulations to The Dissident for promoting the dialogue. 

 

 

 

 
  February 4, 1996 

 

British should use Sen. Mitchell's plan for 
Northern Ireland 

The rejection by the British government of the plan put forth by former 

Sen. George Mitchell to end the stalled peace process in Northern Ireland 

is disappointing, but not totally unexpected in light of England's torturous 

history with Ireland. The Mitchell plan would have all parties begin the 

peace talks before handing in weapons with the expectation that the Irish 

Republican Army and its loyalist counterparts would turn in some of their 

weapons after talks began. 

Northern Ireland is one of England's oldest and last colonies. Andrew 

Greely writes that "the six counties are 

Britain's Vietnam, the sole difference 

being that England has been stuck in its 

quagmire for 300 years." 

  The "troubles" are residue of the 

genocidal 17th century English policy of 

replacing the "savage" Irish Catholic 

natives with "plantations" of Protestant 

settlers. The artificial six-county "statelet" 

in Northeast Ireland has no more 

legitimacy than a pied noir state would 

have had in Algeria or the white minority 

regime South Africa had. 

Prime Minister John Majors should reflect with Edmund Burke that, 

"Time is required to produce that union of minds which alone can produce 

all the good we aim at. Our patience will achieve more than our force." 
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The 17 month cease-fire is a loud statement that a growing number of 

citizens in Ireland and Northern Ireland have invested the time and 

patience to arrive at this "moment where hope and history rhyme" (Seamus 

Heaney). 

Majors‘ call for the election of a Northern Ireland assembly is a 

restatement of the ancient problem and ignores the issues. The Mitchell 

plan should be accepted while patience still triumphs over force. 

 

 

 
  August 4, 1996 

Informative editorial on 
behavior of crows 
  

After reading "Common crow is just 

that, but it's much more besides" (Maine 

Sunday telegram, July 28), I can now 

better appreciate the early morning caws 

and know why I always see crows forage 

in pairs, giving way to the full orchestra, 

gleaning the meadows by sunset. 

 The crows indeed have a purpose, for according to the ancient Greeks: 

"It is better to fall amongst crows than amongst flatterers; for the former 

wait till we are dead, the latter eat us alive." That's something to crow 

about! 

 

 

 
Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan   Thursday, September 26, 1996 

South Dakota Senate Race Drawing East Coast 
Attention 
  

 

For one who still considers Yankton home, I follow with interest news 

about my native South Dakota. This morning's Boston Globe (September 

20, 1996) carries the headline, "Senate race a Dakota rodeo." David 

Schribman writes: "You‘d be forgiven if you thought that the biggest event 
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around here was a mud wrestling match, with a seat in the U.S. Senate 

going to the survivor... South Dakota‘s Senate race is a big deal outside the 

state, too... For more than a year, GOP Sen. Larry Pressler, who leads 

Congress in befuddlement, and Democratic Rep. Tim Johnson, one of the 

leading do-bees of the House, have been bickering, hurling roll-call votes 

at each other and oversimplifying their rivals‘  records. It's a frontier craps 

game that could, if the political dice roll just right, determine who holds 

power in Washington in 1997... Pressler says: "With your vote you get to 

choose which candidates philosophy you must agree with--liberal or 

conservative.' Johnson says that he's 'in the political mainstream,' and 

probably is." 

 My interest in South Dakota is further heightened by a report that the 

Clinton/Gore campaign now considers the unthinkable: the November 

harvest might reap South Dakota for the president. Columnist David 

Nyhan writes in the same Boston Globe that although Miss Kansas won the 

Miss America contest, Dole has "about as much chance of being president 

as Clinton had of being pope…Put Miss Kansas on a barstool in Kansas 

City with Willie Nelson on the jukebox and Dole on one side of her and 

Clinton on the other. To which gent does Miss Kansas turn at the end of 

the evening? I rest my case.‖ The sport of mud-wrestling is not limited to 

South Dakota.                

 Listening to South Dakota‘s Senate race at this distance, I concur with 

Seneca, who in a first century political battle said, ―Every cock fights best 

on his own dung-hill.‖ But the Pressler-Johnson contest brings to mind the 

story about a neighbor from town who went to visit his farmer friend. The 

neighbor talked away at him and finally said, "You must insure your crops 

against fire and hail!" The farmer replied, "Well now, against fire--yes; but 

how do you make hail?" 

 

 

 

  
Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan Wednesday, November 13, 1996 

Did Late Clinton Visit Put Johnson over the Top? 
 

My brother's midnight call from Yankton announced the news that my 

native state voted to put another Democrat in the U.S. Senate, Tim 

Johnson. In a race followed with great interest here in the East, perhaps it 

was Clinton's final campaign stop in Sioux Falls Monday night that stirred 

the Prairie Chinook winds to deliver more votes in Johnson's direction. 

Alas, that gust was not strong enough to move a sufficient number of South 
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Dakotans to join with the majority of the electorate who saw in candidate 

Dole much virtue they dislike and none of the vices they admire in a 

president. But it's quitting time now and at last we can get a decent night‘s 

sleep for a change! 

 

 

 
Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan   Monday, January 6, 1997 

Let Gingrich 'Feel Sting' of His Wrongdoings         
 

Newly elected representative John Thune should be commended for 

withholding a decision of support for embattled Speaker Newt Gingrich.  

Mr. Thune is quoted as saying: "I just think it's premature to get too far out 

in front at this point." (New York Times, December 29, 1996)    

 After two years of investigation by the House of Representative‘s 

ethics committee, Gingrich now admits to some lies but says he had "no 

intention to deceive." Politicians in high places who engage in such 

transgressions should feel the sting of judgment by their peers and 

constituents.                  

 On January 7, Rep. Thune and his peers should consider the wisdom of 

Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, who best stated the matter of intention and 

responsibility for one's actions: "Even the dog distinguishes between being 

stumbled over and being kicked." Members of the House of 

Representatives, to whom he lied, and the American people, whom he 

deceived, have been kicked by Gingrich. Let him feel the sting and go out 

of the Speaker‘s chair! 

 

 
  Thursday, January 9, 1997 

 

January 9, 1997 

 
A kick from Gingrich            

 

Newt Gingrich won his battle for reelection as Speaker of the House by 

forcing a vote before the ethics committee completes its work. After two 

years of investigation by the committee, Gingrich admitted to some lies but 

said he had "no intention to deceive." 
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When the House meets on January 21 to act on the ethics committee's 

findings, the Speaker‘s peers should consider the wisdom of Justice Oliver 

Wendell Holmes, who said: "Even the dog distinguishes between being 

stumbled over and being kicked." Members of the House of 

Representatives, to whom Gingrich lied, and the American people, whom 

he deceived, have been kicked by the Speaker.  

 

 
  Friday, January 10, 1997 

Gingrich should leave House Speaker position 
  

After two years of investigation by the House of Representatives ethics 

committee, Speaker Newt Gingrich now admits of some lies but says he 

had ―no intention to deceive." 

 Politicians in high places who engage in such transgressions should feel 

the sting of judgment by their peers and constituents. On January 7, the 

Speaker‘s peers should have considered the wisdom of Justice Oliver 

Wendell Holmes who best stated the matter of intention and responsibility 

for one's actions: "Even the dog distinguishes between being stumbled over 

and being kicked."  

Members of the House of Representatives, to whom Gingrich lied, and 

the American people, whom he deceived, have been kicked by Gingrich. 

Let him feel the sting and go out of the Speaker‘s chair! 

 

 

  
March/April 1997 

AN UNNATURAL DISASTER 
  

This first-time reader of Irish America enjoyed your November/December 

issue, particularly the Michael Collins articles: the film by Neil Jordan and 

history by Tim Pat Coogan. 

 I only wish the film had time to portray the dynamics of the 

negotiations with Churchill and Lloyd George for it might have clarified 
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that the painful legacy of partition was created not by Collins but rather by 

the British government. 

 Regarding your report, "British to Protest the Pataki Famine Remarks" 

on New York State's famine curriculum, it is Oscar Wilde's mother, the 

poet Lady Jane Wilde (1826-1896), who replies best to the British 

ambassador's assertion that the Irish famine was a natural disaster: 

 

…Fainting forms, hunger-stricken, what see you in the offing?  

 ‗Stately ships to bear our food away, amid the stranger's scoffing‘.  

 There's a proud array of soldiers--what do they round your door?  

 ‗They guard our masters' granaries from the thin hands of the poor.‘  

  Pale mothers, wherefore weeping?— 

‗Would to God that we were dead--          

 Our children swoon before us,  and we cannot give them bread.‘   

(Excerpt from "The Famine Year.") 

 

 More compelling testimony of this unnatural disaster came from my 

great grandparents, who witnessed food riots with loss of life when the first 

Royal dragoons fired into the hungry crowd September 29, 1845 in a 

seaport town of Dungarvan as "stately ships" sailed away with good Irish 

corn and oats. 

I look forward to becoming a regular reader of Irish America and its 

stimulating articles. 

 

The Dissident 
Maine's Journal of political and cultural analysis May 1997 

The Titanic 
Viewed by a 
Dissident 

 

 

 

ON the 85th anniversary 

of the Titanic sinking, 

here is a dissident view 

from black oral tradition, 

recorded by Bruce 

Jackson in a southeast 

Texas prison farm, 1966. 
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 The protagonist, Shine, is a cross between the "bad man" in the 

trickster characters in African-American folklore who proclaims futility of 

earthly grandeur and riches, while taunting whites for excluding blacks. 

 

 

 

Get Your Ass in the Water and Swim like Me 
 

It was, indeed, it was sad in mind, 

April the fourteenth of nineteen-twelve was a hell of a time,  

When the news reached a seaport town 

That the great Titanic was a sinkin‘ down. 

Up popped Shine from the deck below, 

Says, "Captain, captain," says, "you don't know." 

Says, "There‘s about 40 feet of water on the boiler room floor." 

He said, "Never mind, Shine, you go on back and keep stakin' them  sacks, 

I got forty-eight pumps to keep the water back." 

Shine said, "Well, that seems damn funny, it may be damn fine, 

But I'm going to try to save this black ass of mine." 

So Shine jumped overboard and began to swim, and all the people    

were standing on the deck watching him. 

Captain's daughter jumped on the deck with her dress above her     

head and teddies below her knees 

And said, "Shine, Shine," say, "Won‘t you save poor me?" 

Say, "I'll make you rich as any shine can be." 

Shine said, "Miss, I know you was greedy and that is true, 

But there‘s women on the shore can make a ass out of you." 

Capt. said, "Shine, Shine, you save poor me, 

I make you as rich as  any shine can be." 

Shine say, "There's fish in the ocean, whales in the sea, 

Captain get your ass in the water and swim like me." 

So Shine turned over and began to swim, 

People on the deck were still watchin‘ him. 

A whale jumped up in the middle of the sea, 

Said, "Put a 'special delivery" on his black ass for me." 

Shine said, "Your eyes may roll and your teeth may grit, 

But if your figurin‘ on eatin‘ me you can that shit." 

Shine continued to swim, he looked back, he ducked his head,    

 he showed his ass, 
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"Lookout sharks and fishes and let me pass." 

He swimmed on till he came to a New York town, and 

people asked him had the Titanic gone down. 

Shine said, "Hell, yeah." They said, "How do you know?" 

He said, "I left the big motherfucker sinkin‘ about thirty      

 minutes ago."  - From: Dictionary of American Folklore. 

 

 

July 2, 1997 

New Yorker Rejection 
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  June 1, 1997 

 

Taking sides: Air Force or Lt. Flinn?        
NOW THAT Lt. Flinn has 

received her scarlet letter in 

the form of a general 

discharge "to protect the Air 

Force core values," simple 

justice and fairness suggests 

that more "A's" should be 

awarded to deserving 

violators of the seventh 

commandment in the military. 

Posthumous general 

discharges should be granted 

to Gens. George Patton, 

Dwight Eisenhower and 

Douglas MacArthur for their reported liaisons with, respectively, a staff 

assistant, a Jeep driver and a Eurasian teenager. 

 Surely, these men deserve the same justice meted out to our country's 

first female B-52 pilot unless, of course, the Air Force based its decision 

on English common law which held only the woman culpable--and capable 

of adultery. 

 

 

 

 
 September/October 1997 

Black Irish 
  

The legend of the "Black Irish" and the lost tribes of Israel noted in 

France's W. Lovett‘s letter (March/April) was well documented by Gerald 

of Wales who visited Ireland in 1183 and wrote: 
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 According to the most ancient  histories of the Irish, Cesara, the 

granddaughter of Noah--a lady of classic beauty and intelligence--hearing 

that the Flood was about to take place, decided to flee on a boat with her 

companions to the farthest islands of the West where no man had yet ever 

lived...at the place where sin had never been committed.  All the ships of 

her company were wrecked. Her ship alone, carrying three men and fifty 

women survive. She put in at the Irish coast, by chance, one year before the 

Flood and they were saved. 

 

 

 

 
  Thursday, January 29, 1998 

 

CLINTON'S LATEST ‘The sense of sin in high 
places" 
 

 

THE L'affaire Lewinsky in which a former White House intern allegedly 

tells of a relationship with the president of the United States in a secret tape 

recording made by Linda Tripp, a public affairs specialist and left-over 

Bush 

appointee 

with a 

history of 

"seeing and 

telling 

gossipy 

incidents," 

has 

unleashed 

the prurient 

press with 

the force of 

a nor'easter. 

 Cotton Mather,  that very proper Bostonian pastor of three centuries 

ago--and devotee of the Salem witch trials--must be rolling over in his 

grave with glee that the mighty press corps and Special Counsel Kenneth 

Starr are ferreting out the scent of sin in high places. 

 But here in the quietude of winter, where apart from the severity of the 

recent storm, the only turbulence is the twice-daily movement of the tides, 
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I could find no one on the beach concerned about the alleged impropriety.  

I did find five beachcombers at low-tide who agreed only on three things: 

"Sex is the one thing that takes up the least amount of time and 

causes the most amount of trouble." (John Barrymore). 

All "lovers swear more performance than they are able." (William 

Shakespeare). 

And finally, "Let's leave it to Bill Clinton and his wife Hillary to 

work this out as they have so admirably done on other vicissitudes 

of public and personal life." 

 

The libidinous-driven press corps should take one dip in the winter tide 

here to quell their journalistic fervor. 

 

 

 
Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan        Friday, February 6, 1998 

 

Let Clinton's Work This Out Themselves 
 

 It was but a year ago this week at the great Lyons family farm auction 

in Yankton that I had the good pleasure of once again enjoying the good 

South Dakota air and its people. I don't know how the press and people out 

on the prairie are dealing with the steamy reports from our nation‘s 

Capital, but I want to send a report from the East to my kinsman there. 

The L'affaire Lewinsky in which a former White House intern allegedly 

tells of a relationship with the president of the United States in a secret tape 

recording made by Linda Tripp, a public affairs specialist and left-over 

Bush appointee with a history of "seeing and telling gossipy incidents," has 

unleashed the prurient press with the force of a nor'easter.    

 Cotton Mather, that very proper Bostonian pastor of three centuries 

ago--and devotee of the Salem witch trials--must be rolling over in his 

grave with glee that the mighty press corps and Special Counsel Kenneth 

Starr are ferreting out the scent of sin in high places. 

 But here in the quietude of winter, where apart from the severity of the 

recent storm, the only turbulence is the twice-daily movement of the tides, 

I could find no one on the beach concerned about the alleged impropriety.  

I did find five beachcombers at low-tide who agreed only on three things: 

 

"Sex is the one thing that takes up the least amount of time and 

causes the most amount of trouble." (John Barrymore). 
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All "lovers swear more performance than they are able." (William 

Shakespeare). 

And finally, "Let's leave it to Bill Clinton and his wife Hillary to 

work this out as they have so admirably done on other vicissitudes 

of public and personal life." 

 

The libidinous-driven press corps should take one dip in the winter tide 

here to quell their journalistic fervor. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, April 14, 1998 

 

'Sweet unheard melodies': bravo! 
 It‘s a new Easter, thanks to former Sen. George Mitchell, Pres. Bill 

Clinton, Prime Ministers Tony Blair and Bertie Ahern, but particularly 

Seamus Heaney, whose "Sweet unheard melodies" (Page A1, April 12) lift 

the heart and head of all who prayed that hope and history might rhyme in 

Northern Ireland. 

And great thanks to the Boston Globe for making it possible to join in 

the poet's hope of ―unhurting music in the future" on that beautiful isle. 

 

 

 
 

  Thursday, July 16, 1998 

IT'S THE PEACEMAKER New Northern Ireland 
drummer 
  

 

In "Peace put to test in Northern Ireland" 

(editorial, July 7) you note that the Orange 

Order's March in Ulster has been "one of the 

acts of 'triumphalism' that has been a goad to 

Catholic sensitivities over the years." 

It was that Irish Protestant, Edmund Burke, 

who first warned of Protestant parades and 

celebrations that reopen wounds of conquest 

and humiliation. 
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He saw these traditional celebrations as little more than revisiting the scene 

of a crime and had little sympathy for triumphalist versions of Britishness 

which sought to trample on the rights of other cultures, i.e., Irish Catholics. 

Burke wrote in the 1790s regarding celebrations of Oliver Cromwell 

and King William: 

 "One would not think that decorum, to say nothing of policy, would 

permit them (Protestants) to call up, by magic charms, the grounds, reasons 

and principles of those terrible confiscatory and exterminatory periods 

when they established their rule." 

The Ulsterman of the Orange Order have not yet heard that, as of Good 

Friday, the majority of Northern Ireland decided to march to the beat of a 

different drummer, the rhythms of the peacemaker. 

 

 

 

    All things considered   
 Read on air, July 16, 1998 

Parades in Music in Northern Ireland 
 

In your report of July 9, 1998 on the parades and music of the Orange 

Order in Northern Ireland, reference was made to the "triumphalist" nature 

of the marches in Ulster. Edmund Burke first warned of Protestant parades 

and celebrations that reopened wounds of conquest and humiliation when 

he wrote in the 1790s regarding celebrations of Cromwell and King 

William: 

 "One would not think that decorum, to say nothing of policy, would 

permit them (Protestants) to call up, by magic charms, the grounds, reasons 

and principles of those terrible confiscatory and exterminatory periods 

when they established their rule." 

Burke saw these traditional celebrations as little more than revisiting 

the scene of a crime and had little sympathy for triumphalist versions of 

Britishness which sought to trample on the rights of other cultures, i.e., 

Irish Catholics. 

Last Good Friday, the majority of Northern Ireland decided to march to 

the beat of a different drummer, the beat of the peacemaker. The Orange 

men are out of line and out of step. 
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September/October 1998 
 

Northern Ireland Marches 
 The tragic events in Northern Ireland during this marching season 

provoke somber reflection on the 300-year-old history of Ulster. It was 

Edmund Burke, who first warned against celebrating origins in a manner 

that reopened the wounds of conquest and humiliation when he wrote in 

1790 regarding Protestant celebrations of Oliver Cromwell and King 

William:  

 "One would not think that decorum, to say nothing of policy, would 

permit them (Protestants) to call up, by magic charms, the grounds, reasons 

and principles of those terrible confiscatory and exterminatory periods 

when they established their rule." 

But there is a glimmer of hope. Poet Seamus Heaney, writing after the 

Good Friday Agreement, used this quote from Shakespeare: 

 

The isle is full of noises, sounds and sweet airs       

That give delight and hurt not. 

 

 

 
 

New Hampshire – Hanover & Area 

Sunday, September 13, 1998 

The President’s Scarlet Letter 
  

BRAVO for Robert Scheer's opinion column, "Clinton Can Still 

Rescue His Presidency" (Aug. 20). He is a voice of reason, perspective and 

sanity amid rivers of rectitude and prurient commentary by so many 

politicians, pundits and TV news readers. It is true that one would expect a 

Baptist trained by the Jesuits at Georgetown University and one who 

became a Rhodes Scholar, to have developed better control of his libido. 

But our country has survived the "improper relationships" of many Clinton 
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predecessors: Grover Cleveland, Warren Harding, Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt and John F. Kennedy; and some of our greatest military leaders, 

including: Gens. McArthur, Eisenhower and Patton. 

 Since none of Kenneth Starr's serious charges have panned out 

(Whitewater, Travelgate, etc.), he must justify his $40 million investigation 

by branding the president with a scarlet letter, the likes of which have not 

been seen since Hester Prynne was forced to wear a scarlet letter by those 

hypocrites amidst the mid-17th century in Boston. 

Scheer's column should be entered into the Congressional Record. He is 

absolutely right: "To compare Nixon's assault on our Constitution with 

Clinton's effrontery is (indeed) a sick joke." 

 

 

 

 
 

 Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan Tuesday, September 22, 1998 

Clinton Not First with 'Improper Relationships' 
  

 

Here in the Green Mountains, I follow with interest news from my 

native state and welcome the statement of Sen. Tom Daschle regarding 

independent counsel Kenneth Starr's report. The Sen. is correct in stating 

that "Nothing could be more important at this time then resolving this crisis 

justly and turning our full attention to our national agenda." I presume the 

senator is referring to the growing problems the farmers are facing and the 

threats to our national economy from abroad. 

 Daschle is quite right to question "what purpose is served by additional 

exposure of the salacious details contained in the Starr Report." The tawdry 

details of the report may be its undoing. 

 It is true that one would expect a Baptist trained by the Jesuits at 

Georgetown University, and one who became a Rhodes scholar, to have 

developed better control of his libido. But our country has survived the 

"improper relationships" of many Clinton predecessors: Grover Cleveland, 

Warren Harding, Franklin Delano Roosevelt and John F. Kennedy; and 

some of our greatest military leaders, including: Gens. McArthur, 

Eisenhower and Patton. There is no proven relationship between the 

appetite of one's libido and the qualities of national leadership. 

Since none of Kenneth Starr's serious charges have panned out 

(Whitewater, Travelgate, etc.), he must justify his $40 million investigation 

by branding the president with a scarlet letter, the likes of which have not 
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been seen since Hester Prynne was forced to wear a scarlet letter by those 

hypocrites amidst the mid-17th century in Boston.  Any effort to compare 

Nixon's assault on our Constitution with Clinton's effrontery to puritanical 

values is an attempt to rewrite our Constitution and history. When 

historians write of this Presidency, they will have to explain how this 

century's greatest act of sexual voyeurism was perpetrated on the American 

taxpayers by a peeping Tom named Starr. That is the impeachable offense!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, September 24, 1998 

 

 

September 24, 1998 

 

Globe publishes details, then deplores them 
 

Rarely have I read such an illogical and contradictory editorial as "Sex, 

lies, and videotape‖ (September 22). It says, "We would have preferred 

that none of the salacious details of President Clinton's encounter... were 

published... The same would go for the grand jury tapes." 

Yet you publish the complete text of details and excerpts from the 

grand jury and piously said that you "hope... that neither [tape nor video] 

will be used in campaign advertisements in the upcoming elections." What 

hypocrisy! The media have become the accomplice of Kenneth Starr. 

 Perhaps the injection of the "the X-Rated raunch" into public discourse 

will help the American people see what this is really all about. Since none 

of Starr's serious charges have panned out (Whitewater, Filegate, etc.), he--

and the majority party in Congress--must justify his $40 million 

investigation by branding the president with a scarlet letter. 

When historians write of this presidency, their greatest challenge will be to 

explain how this country's greatest act of sexual voyeurism was perpetrated 

on the American taxpayers by a peeping Tom named Starr. 
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Monday, November 30, 1998 

The unspeakable and the unimpeachable 
  

David Nyhan got it absolutely 

right in "Looks like committees 

gone Monica-maniacal" (Focus, 

November 22) when he writes that 

the lowest point of the House 

Judiciary Committee 

impeachment exercise "was when 

Kenneth Starr described his 

systematic and surreptitious entrapment of President Clinton." 

 Starr's presentation did nothing to erase the impression that the Starr 

report itself is little more than a glorification of the sort of stuff that gets 

written on lavatory walls.  Oscar Wilde might have put it, "Clinton-hunting 

is the unspeakable in pursuit of the unimpeachable." 

 

 

 

 
 Yankton Press & Dakotan Friday, December 4, 1998 

 

Editorial Fails to Mention Stars Legal Misdeeds 
 

In your editorial, (President Must Still Face Punishment for His 

Wrongdoing" (Press & Dakotan, November 24), you write that, "we 

believe Clinton has played time to his advantage.... But this in no way 

acquits him for his judgments, his actions, his crimes and his 

indiscretions." 

Nowhere do you state that Kenneth Starr, independent counsel has 

admitted --rather belatedly--in his testimony last week that the president is 

innocent on the Whitewater, Travelgate and Filegate charges that 

consumed the time of countless government attorneys and FBI agents in a 

four-year investigation that has cost the taxpayers--that's us--$40 million. 

Your newspaper like many in the media dismisses President Clinton's 

exoneration as insignificant. The news that the Whitewater investigation 



 

 

30 

 

came to naught has not prompted any soul-searching in the journalism and 

broadcasting business, too content to seize instead on Monicagate to justify 

years of pillorying the president. Where is the media's accountability for its 

defamation of character and violation of simple journalistic ethics of truth 

and fairness in reporting? Does your newspaper wonder why Mr. Starr 

failed to explain why he could not have settled Whitewatergate etc. months 

or even years ago--and told the taxpayers and voters so before the 

November elections? 

Starr's presentation to the House Judiciary Committee last week did 

nothing to erase the impression that the Starr report itself is little more than 

a glorification of the sort of stuff that filthy pencils write on lavatory walls. 

As Oscar Wilde might have put it, "Clinton hunting is the unspeakable in 

pursuit of the unimpeachable." 

In this season of  Thanksgiving, I give thanks that the majority of the 

American people--judging by the last election results in all the polls--has 

made the judgment which many newspaper editors apparently cannot, that 

this obsession with destroying the presidency is not in the best interest of 

the United States. As you write, "And so perhaps it is time to move on!" 

 

 

 

 
 

New Hampshire-Hanover and area. Wednesday, December 9, 1998 

Nasty Sport of Clinton-Hunting 
 

 In your editorial "Campaign Inquiry" (December 3), you aptly 

characterize the House Judiciary Committee proceedings as having "the 

aura of a circus in which the clowns have staged a coup and now fancy 

themselves the lion tamers, resolutely aiming pistols at their own feet" and 

note that the majority party killed campaign finance reform and is "relying 

on independent counsels to investigate... while projecting the illusion that 

something is being done." The presentation by the independent counsel to 

the House Judiciary Committee did nothing to erase the impression that the 

Starr report itself is little more than a glorification of the sort of stuff that 

filthy pencils write on lavatory walls. As Oscar Wilde might have put it, 

"Clinton-hunting is the unspeakable in pursuit of the unimpeachable." 
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 Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan Wednesday, February 10, 1999 

Daschle States Clear Case for His Vote 
 

 

 SEN. Tom Daschle's statement (Press & Dakotan, January 27) of why 

he will vote against the Articles of Impeachment was a model of clarity 

and conviction. He was able to articulate the reasons why the charges 

against the president do not rise to the Constitutional level requiring 

removal by the Senate, but also his support to censure Mr. Clinton for his 

actions. 

 Mr. Daschle‘s steady hand as minority leader in steering the Senate 

trial on a constitutionally sound course was never so evident as this week 

when he vigorously spoke out against the ill-fated "finding of fact" plan 

proposed by Sen. Olympia Snowe (R.-Maine). This plan, supported by 

some Republicans, proposed that the Senate affirm by a simple majority 

that President Clinton falsely testified before a federal grand jury and 

wrongfully impeded a sexual harassment suit. Sen. Daschle persistently 

explained --in concert with Sens. Tom Harkin (D-Iowa) and Byron Dorgan 

(D-N.D.)--why such a "finding of fact"" plan has no basis in the 

Constitution which clearly states that the Senate's responsibility is to vote 

yea or nay on the articles  of impeachment, and that the Senate cannot 

invent another option. 

 Lacking the necessary two thirds vote to remove the president, Sen. 

Snowe and others in the majority party are acting as "merchants of 

vengeance", obsessed with punishing the president. Unable to procure a 

pound of presidential flesh, they are intent to at least draw a pint of blood. 

Many of those members of Congress, seeking to remove the president, 

have invoked Edmund Burke's famous statement of principle to his 18th-

century Bristol electors: "Your  representative owes you...his judgment; 

[and betrays] you, if he sacrifices it to your opinion." They conveniently 

neglect to add that Burke did lose his seat in the next election. 

I predict that after our next election, the voters here in New England as 

well as those on the Prairie will remind their elected representatives, new 

and old, that Burke also wrote, that "he should not blame [his constituents] 

if they did reject a senator. --- [for] inflexibly adhering to his opinion 

against interest and against popularity... and had acted against the 

judgment and interest of those he represented." The majority of Americans 

have been sending a message to their own elected officials for some time: 

exercise your constitutional responsibility and vote on the Articles, leave 
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Clinton in office and get on with normal business without delay. To put it 

simply, "There is a limit at which [our] forbearance ceases to be a virtue." 

(Edmund Burke). 

 

 

 

 
Sunday, February 28, 1999 

 

A Judgment Is Rendered 
 

 The unspeakable in pursuit of the impeachable failed, as Oscar Wilde 

might say; the president was acquitted on Presidents Day. Our Constitution 

lives unassailed! 

 

 

 
Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan Friday, May 28, 1999 

Mt. Marty Response to AUP Is Cause for Concern 

THROUGH the miracle of the Internet, here in the Green Mountains in the 

shadow of Dartmouth College (where I teach in the Institute of Lifelong 

Education) I've been able to read the Press & Dakotan news reports (May 21-

22, 1999) of the turbulence at Mount Marty College, and to study the 11 page 

report of the American Association of University Professors (AAUP). This is 

indeed a disturbing account about an institution which has been such a vital and 

positive part of the fabric of the larger Yankton community: allegations of basic 

standards of academic freedom.           The 

Administration's response to the AAUP report causes grave concern and some 

sadness among long time supporters and beneficiaries of Mount Marty College. 

For the administration to  dismiss the report's serious charges as "very bad 

journalism and ... a  sad testimonial for critical thinking" suggests a siege 

mentality that is  out of touch with the reality perceived by many in the 

community.  Denial that there is something seriously wrong only prolongs 

the turbulence and further erodes support for the college.       
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 The AAUP report states that the Trustees share significant blame for ―the 

highhandedness" of the administration and "have been derelict in fulfilling their 

fundamental duties to monitor the president‘s performance, maintain adherence 

to the college's mission, and protect academic freedom." Edmund Burke stated 

this principle clearly in the 18th century: "…nothing turns out to be so 

oppressive and unjust as a feeble governance." The chair of the board of 

trustees makes the amazing statement that the AAUP's comments about the 

Board are ―based on hearsay and nothing more ... ", and says "this is the 

strongest board of trustees she has ever seen." The AAUP‘s documentation 

from the governed faculty strongly suggests otherwise.       

 When the AAUP meets in June, its 44,000 members will probably vote to 

sanction or censure Mount Marty College. The effects of a censure should not 

be dismissed lightly by any responsible administration or mature Board of 

Trustees. The notice of censure will be widely disseminated through the 

Academe -- the Bulletin of the AAUP -- and the Chronicle of Higher 

Education, which is read by every academic seeking a college job in the United 

States.  Historically, a censured college has difficulty attracting and retaining 

qualified academics to work in an institution which has been censured by the 

AAUP. Why would anyone want to work in an institution with a record of 

wrongful termination, violation of due process and basic principles of academic 

freedom? Additionally, academics and high school guidance counselors are not 

likely to recommend a censured college as a place where students might go to 
get a good liberal arts education.              
 In the world of cyberspace, word about Mount Marty College, the AAUP 

report and press coverage gets around rapidly. The impact for a censured 

college is long-term locally, regionally, nationally and is beyond the ability of 

even a skilled public relations campaign by the administration to curtail it. 

Today's consumer judges his/her investment in education quite critically and is 

able to easily discover many options beyond what is available locally.  

 There are many people with deep roots in the Yankton community --my 

family helped to establish the State of South Dakota and have been active 

supporters of the Benedictine‘s education mission since its beginnings--who are 

troubled by these allegations of injustice and lack of fairness. The community's 

trust has been violated by the administration of the college. The administration 

may assert otherwise, but intelligent people do change the beneficiary in their 

wills and do withhold contributions from a college that has allowed standards 

of excellence and fairness to be diminished. One does not have to drive outside 

the city of Yankton to know what happens when a long established and good 

college is mismanaged.             

 "Tyranny like Hell is not easily conquered", said Thomas Paine (trouble-

making pamphleteer in our American Revolution). But, as a farm boy, who 

grew up in Yankton, I do remember that an unwanted and tyrannical weed in 

the field which retards the expected yield of the crop can be conquered and 

eradicated by good weed control and other agricultural practices of good 
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husbandry. The Trustees of Mount Marty College might do well to study some 

of these agricultural practices not only to stem further unwanted growth of the 

destructive forces but to increase the yield of a good crop--for the long-term 

good of the students, faculty and supporters of Mount Marty College. That will 

indeed require some critical thinking--principled thinking--and even more 

radical acting by the Board of Trustees. 

 

 

Yankton Press & Dakotan              Wednesday, July 28, 1999 

Global  Grieving Shows Americans Need Icon 
 

John F. Kennedy, Jr's brief but memorable visit to Mt. Rushmore last 

May was recalled by the Press & Dakotan (July 21). The son of Pres. John 

F. Kennedy found the end of his life in the same ocean's waters that his 

father's PT boat narrowly escaped from during World War II. His tragic 

loss along with his wife and sister-in law in the Cape Cod waters cries out 

to the heavens for relief. The global grieving, the electronic keening--24 

hours daily media coverage--suggest that although JFK, Jr. may not have 

merited such celebrity status by his own public achievements, our need is 

great to have a national icon for someone essentially so normal and decent 

that we choose this moment to face up to the fragility and the unfairness of 

life. 

JFK, Jr. had the courage to try to live the life of a regular working 

citizen and devoted husband, despite the expectations of a celebrity-

obsessed culture. His family and his wife's family--and any family faced 

with such multiple losses--might find solace in the voice of Maurya, the 

Irish mother in John Millington  Synge's Riders to the Sea. As the body of 

her last son is brought out of the sea, her voice rises above the keening 

women to say, "May the Almighty God have mercy on them and on my 

soul, and on the soul of everyone is left living in the world... Bartley will 

have a fine coffin out of the white boards, and a deep grave surely.. What 

more can we want than that?" Shortly afterwards, she kneels down again, 

and so should we.  
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   Cork, Ireland - August 3, 1999 

 

 JFK Jnr's death lessens us all 
 In the article headlined 'Dying Young: Another tragedy for doom 

dynasty' (Irish Examiner, July 24) TP O'Mahoney writes, "When beautiful, 

high-profile people die young... we grope amid a bewildering sense of loss, 

for meaning." 

The tragic loss of John F. Kennedy Jr, his wife and sister-in-law in the  

Cape Cod waters elicited global grief for a fallen prince who in our need 

for a national icon of someone essentially so normal and decent gave us 

this moment to face up to the fragility and unfairness of life. 

 But a deeper meaning may be in the manner in which members of the 

Kennedy family cope with yet another tragedy. They voiced sentiments 

similar to those of Maurya, the mother of Synge's Riders to the Sea. As the 

body of her last son is brought out of the sea, her voice rises above the 

keening women to say, "May the Almighty God have mercy on them and 

on my soul, and on the soul of everyone is left living in the world... Bartley 

will have a fine coffin out of the white boards, and a deep grave surely. 

What more can we want than that?" Shortly afterwards, she kneels down 

again, and so should we.  

 

 

 
 Yankton Press & Dakotan    Wednesday, September 29, 1999 

 

Unanswered Question: Is Mt. Marty 
Administration Salvageable? 
 

 News that the Yankton County jury found Mt. Marty College guilty as 

charged in Prof. Jerry W. Wilson's wrongful termination suit arrived here 

in the Green Mountains just as I was deep into an excellent new book, 

"The Great Shame," by Thomas Kineally. This impressive book vividly 

portrays what British imperialism did to my Irish ancestors, and gives 

graphic examples of how the words one utters can indeed be very bad for 

one's health. You could get hung, drawn and quartered or transported off to 

Australia for the rest of your life just for words. 
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 The jury's vindication of Wilson's most 

serious charge of wrongful termination 

upholds the censure and sanctions of the 

American Association of University 

Professors last June. That report documented 

the "high-handedness" of the administration‘s 

treatment of faculty, and the Trustees‘ 

dereliction "in fulfilling their fundamental 

duties to monitor the president's 

performance." 

 The unanimous verdict by the Yankton 

County jury also clearly rejects the "off with 

his head" style of management practice by 

MMC‘s administration when faced with criticism. This school of 

management was ably practice by Henry II of England in the 12th century, 

when, by a simple royal utterance, "who will rid me of this troublesome 

priest", the King terminated forever his critic and employee, Thomas à 

Beckett, Archbishop of Canterbury. Words could kill you then--and cause 

wrongful even fatal termination. 

 The British are particularly skillful in the "off with his head" policy and 

practiced it widely in Ireland in the mid-19th century. When the starving 

but still rebellious Irish were once again criticizing their superiors, the 

English Parliament passed the scandalous "Treason-Felon Act" of 1848 

which made "any mere statement that the Crown of Great Britain might 

one day lose sovereignty over Ireland an offence punishable with a gaol 

term." 

 Colleges do not have such restrictive regulations to gag professors in 

their faculty handbooks today to my knowledge. Times have changed a bit; 

MMC did not attempt to imprison Prof. Wilson for his critical remarks 

about the administration, it merely evicted him permanently from his place 

of employment with the aid of the local police. 

At this distance, it is difficult to understand, why--even if Wilson did 

utter into the ear of a presumed friend those critical words attributed to 

him--a competent and confident administration would perceive such 

criticism to be so threatening that it chose to invoke the ultimate sanction--

termination. The jury's verdict in this suit not only leaves a record of great 

shame, but a great stain on the previously unblemished record of a great 

college in Yankton. 
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The unanswered question remains: "Is this administration salvageable, 

malleable?"--to borrow a phrase from the former Board of Trustees‘ 

Chairman. 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 Monday, December 13, 1999 

Bill Clinton: Colossus on the world stage 
 

 Re: David Nyhan's December 10 column, "Polished, battle-tested 

Clinton makes rivals look like minor leaguers": 

  Count us among the millions who would vote for Clinton if he ran for a 

third term. We agree that despite his self-inflicted wounds he remains "the 

sole Colossus on the world stage." Clinton will be remembered as the best 

president since Franklin Roosevelt because of his leadership on health, 

education, and social issues, while his enemies at the gate (special 

prosecutors, etc.) will be seen as no more than annoying bees buzzing 

around the ashcan of history. 

 His policies have brought us the longest economic success story in our 

history, and his conflict resolution skills make him the most sought after 

mediator in this troubled world. 

 The challenge will be to find the next position for Clinton on the world 

stage that is equal to the measure of his battle-tested leadership, vision, 

intellect, energy, and compassion.  

 

 

 
 

Monday, December 20, 1999 

President's Speech 
 In her speech to the joint session of the Dáil Éireann and the Sinead, 

President McAleese referred to "the structures which will allow us to build 

healthy relationships on this island and between these islands." This indeed 

marks a vast change from the time when the response of many in the 

Republic was akin to that of W. B. Yeats who remarked to Lady Gregory 

of the inhabitants of the North and of their politics: "I have always been of 

the opinion that if such disagreeable neighbors shut the door, it is better to 

turn the key in it before they change their minds." 
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 Those of us whose ancestors emigrated to America join with the 

President in giving thanks for "this precious gift of peace" and for the 

achievement of so many ordinary people who have been able to change 

their minds and transform the landscape of Ireland. 

 

 

 

 

North Reading Transcript   
 

(Massachusetts)     January 13, 2000 
 

In memoriam: Francis X. O'Donoghue –Jan. 5, 2000 
 

In memoriam: Francis X. O’Donoghue – January 5, 2000 
 

Think where man's glory most begins and ends, 

And say my glory was I had such friends. (W.B. Yeats) 

-- Robert F. Lyons, SEEM Collaborative Director, 1976-1995 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sunday, May 21, 2000 

 

May 21, 2000 

A question for Giuliani 
 

 After reading Thomas Oliphant on New York Mayor Rudolph Giuliani 

("Giuliani's self-made mess," op-ed, May 14), the question arises, for a 

man who advocates posting the Ten Commandments in classrooms and 

admits to a relationship with a woman other than his wife, which part of  

"Thou shalt not," did the mayor not understand? 
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Yankton Press & Dakotan    Tuesday, March 20, 2001 

Foot-And-Mouth Disease: UK Must Take 
Responsibility 

While the voters of Yankton County consider the proposed ordinance 

that establishes standards for concentrated animal feedlots, the people of 

Ireland and all of Europe face a pandemic spread of foot-and-mouth 

disease. The virus was imported from Britain -- as was the BSE "mad cow 

disease" -- to Northern Ireland and now spread to Europe.     

 Although the Republic of Ireland has no known case of foot-and-

mouth, the cows and sheep are apolitical and do not respect the partitioned 

border imposed by the British in 1920 between the North and South.  

 The Irish Times editorialised that it was time for Britain to wake up: 

"For the past three weeks, the British Labour Government has responded in 

a lackadaisical fashion to an outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease .... All of 

Europe's agriculture is threatened.... It is time for Britain to recognise its 

responsibilities to its neighbours. And if it refuses to do so, its neighbors 

have to express themselves in very blunt terms."      

 Hostility toward the British is spreading as rapidly as the virus across 

Europe. Yesterday, when an English reporter approached a young farmer 

in Mayenne infected northwest part of France where thousands of sheep 

and cows were burning in enormous trenches-infected by imported British 

sheep - the Frenchman angrily shouted: "Go away. This evil has come to us 

from your whore of an England, once again. I have nothing to say."   

 The minimalist approach of the British government contrasts sharply 

with the aggressive action of the Republic of Ireland. As the virus spreads 

from Britain, severely jeopardizing the economic and agricultural well-

being of Ireland and the Continent, one is reminded of a similar minimalist 

response to the crisis 155 years ago which John Mitchel, bluntly described 

in the 1840s: "God sent the potato fungus. The British sent the famine." 

Today, he would say: "God sent the virus. The British sent the foot-and-

mouth crisis."                 

 My South Dakota family keeps abreast of this disastrous epidemic, 

knowing full well what would happen to the farm economy in the States if 

such a highly infectious virus got into the county. Many here wonder what 

other words might be blunt enough for the neighbors to hear the message 

and for the British to finally recognize their responsibilities to the rest of 

the world.  
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December 12, 2001 

Contraceptives: vital accessory 
 

 Regarding the reported rise of HIV and AIDS cases in Ireland, it was 

George Bernard Shaw who first said: "sex is the one thing that takes the 

least amount of time, but causes the most amount of trouble". 

The best advice for Irishmen and women, young and old, to heed is: 

contraceptives should be used on every conceivable occasion. 

 

 

 

 
 

   July 19, 2002 

A giant step for peace in Ireland 
  

THE apology by the IRA for all the violence and deaths it caused over the 

past 30 years is indeed welcome news. Would we soon expect to hear an 

apology from Britain for all the 

violence and death it caused in 

Ireland over the past 800 years? 

 

The two apologies together 

would constitute a giant step 

toward peace in Ireland. 
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Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan              Friday, August 23, 2002 

Letter written from Cork, Ireland 

Is the President Making Hoovers Same Mistake? 
I READ with enormous interest here in Ireland Sen. Tim Johnson's 

critique of President Bush's opposition to relief legislation now, next year, 

the year after, or any other year for the drought stricken farmers and 

ranchers of my native state (Press & Dakotan, August 20). 

 Thomas Jefferson must have winced when Bush stood before Mt. 

Rushmore to announce his opposition to such relief legislation. Jefferson 

wrote to our first president in 1787: "Agriculture is our wisest pursuit, 

because it will in the end contribute most to real wealth, good morals, and 

happiness." 

 President Bush continues to believe that it is government support of 

corporate interest that contributes the most to our country's real wealth, 

good morals and happiness. I hear faint echoes of another Republican 

president, Herbert Hoover, who similarly opposed relief for the farmers 

and ranchers and so many others in need during that other time of great 

drought of the late 1920s and early 30s. And we all know what happened 

in that next election! 

 

 
Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan          Friday, February 20, 2004 

 

Column Offered Insight 
 

 Rarely have I read such an insightful assessment of the state of the 

union as I read in "An Opportunity for Democrats..." (Press & Dakotan, 

February 13) by Kelly Hertz. 

 The very "un-Republican" tax and spend policies of President Bush 

along with his unbudgeted Iraq war indeed provide an opportunity for 

Democrats--or maybe the Republicans, too--in the upcoming election. 

There was a time when a fool and his money were soon parted, but this 

president's reckless policies have rapidly parted all wage earners and 

taxpayers from their money. 
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 This administration will totally bankrupt the nation--financially, 

morally, and spiritually--unless in November the voters remove from office 

all who will lead us into such a deficit-bloated and debt-ridden land. The 

president might then have time to ponder the consequences of his actions 

by reflecting, "Oh, what a tangled web we weave when first we practice to 

deceive" (Walter Scott). 

 

 

  
Yankton Press & Dakotan     Tuesday, June 29, 2004 
 

Mount Marty College Removal of Censure 
 I read with great interest that the American Association of University 

Professors (AAUP) has removed the censure it imposed on Mount Marty 

College in 1999 for violations of academic freedom and the wrongful 

termination and firing of two professors. President Tim Barry is to be 

highly commended for his successful leadership in removing this "black 

mark" and for his continuing efforts to foster an atmosphere of "trust and 

communication" among the faculty, students and the community at large. 

 The AAUP also held the college's Board of Trustees accountable for 

being "derelict in fulfilling the fundamental duties to monitor the 

president's performance, maintain adherence to the college's mission, and 

protect the academic freedom." To support the high standards 

demonstrated by its current president, the Board of Trustees might 

profitably reflect on the words of the great 18th-century Irish orator, 

Edmund Burke: "Nothing turns out to be so oppressive and unjust as a 

feeble government" and the "the only thing necessary for the triumph of 

evil is for good men to do nothing." 

 

 

 
   January 7, 2004 

Bush's lack of respect 
 I READ with interest that the US and Irish governments believe Carole 

Coleman's interview for RTE with George W. Bush showed a lack of 

respect for the office of the president. 
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I think, rather, it was Mr. Bush who showed a lack of respect for the Irish 

people by his rude and brusque manner of dodging questions from this 

competent reporter about US policies in Iraq. 

 That officials of the two governments should express any reservations 

shows how out of touch they are with the sentiments of a majority of 

people in both countries and the growing opposition to the preemptive 

invasion of Iraq. 

 

 

 

Yankton Press & Dakotan Wednesday, November 17, 2004                                            

 

Religion And Politics 

When news from my native state arrived here in Ireland of Sen. 

Tom Daschle‘s defeat and of the campaigning of the Roman Catholic 

bishop of Sioux Falls against him, I was reminded of the sound advice 

of an older Irish thinker and that of the first Catholic president of the 

USA, both of whom abhorred the interference of ecclesiastics in the 

affairs of state.              

 ―Politics and the pulpit are terms that have little agreement. No 

sound ought to be heard in the church but the healing voice of Christian 

charity. Surely the church is a place where one day's truce ought to be 

allowed to the discussions and animosities of mankind‖ (Edmund 

Burke, d. 1797). President John F. Kennedy knocked religion out of the 

campaign as an intellectually respectable issue in his famous speech 

before the Southern Baptist leaders in Houston on Sept. 12, 1960: "I 

believe in an America where the separation of church and state is 

absolute ... where no Catholic prelate would tell the President (should 

he be a Catholic) how to act and no Protestant minister would tell his 

parishioners for whom to vote."          

 Who would ever have thought that the Catholic bishops would bring 

religion back into politics so forcefully with their single-issue obsession 

and with such utter disregard of our U.S. Constitutional right of 

separation of Church and State? God save the U.S. Constitution from 

the religious leaders of our country!  
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   May 12, 2005 

 

Writer who could see the dangers ahead 
  

FRANK O’CONNOR was scathingly critical of those who neglected 

Ireland‘s heritage and of the educational system which leaves the Irish in 

such ignorance of their rich history. 

 He wrote: ―No one who does not love the sense of the past should ever 

come near us‖ (Holiday magazine, December, 1949). He denounced the 

modern despoilers and ―businessmen with an eye to the main chance.‖ 

 O‘Connor expressed his great love of Ireland‘s landscape where there 

is a ―story behind the monuments which you will see on every hand.‖ He 

recounted the verse of a 9
th

 century poet who wrote from the quiet valley of 

Tara: 

 

―Tonight at least the wind is high. 

The sea‘s white mane a fury. 

I need not fear the hordes of hell cross the Irish channel.‖ 

 

How shocking that it is the Taoiseach and his minster for the environment 

who now unleash the hordes of hell to desecrate and despoil this most 

sacred spot in Ireland. 

 

 

 
 Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan        June 1, 2005 

Blowing In The Wind 
 The voters of South Dakota must question what words John Thune did 

utter in the president‘s ear before the election regarding the closing of 

Ellsworth Air Force Base. Perhaps some might feel like Penelope when her 

husband Odysseus returned home after 20 years with so many lying tales, 

―Falsehoods all,/ but he gave his falsehoods all the ring of truth‖ (Bk 

19.234). I would expect the voters will be a bit more discerning in the next 

election as to what tune is really blowing in the wind. 
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 Sunday, July 3, 2005 

With bases in trouble, so, too, might leaders be 
 

 In Closures: Another state‘s battle" (June 21), the story of South 

Dakota's effort to fight closure of Ellsworth Air Force Base, Bart Jensen 

writes that Sen. John Thune, R-S.D. campaigned last year as being able to 

keep the base open by claiming to have the ear of the president. 

 Sen. Tom Daschle was defeated, although he saved Ellsworth in 1995. 

Those voters must now question what words John Thune did utter in the 

president‘s ear before the election. Perhaps some might feel like Penelope 

when her husband Odysseus returned home after 20 years with so many 

lying tales; ―Falsehoods all,/ but he gave his falsehoods all the ring of 

truth‖ (Bk 19.234). I would expect the voters will be a bit more discerning 

in the next election as to what tune is really blowing in the wind. 

 

 

 

 
  Sunday, November 27, 2005 

Murtha’s Plea Triggers Bush Attack 
 

 Rep, John Murtha’s plea to pull out of Iraq triggered President Bush‘s 

most aggressive attack on all who question his failed policy.  

 Vietnam appears sketched  in the distant landscape as, in the words of 

Irish poet John Montague, ―History reeks on its bloody hinge, and the 

unspeakable is done again.‖ 

 

 

 

 

   

  December 16, 2005 

Epitaph for Gene 
 

 A SUITABLE epitaph for Sen. Eugene McCarthy ("McCarthy‘s 

lasting message," by Thomas Oliphant, op-ed, December 13) was written 

by the Irish poet John Montague long ago: "History creeks on its bloody 

hinge and the unspeakable is done again." 
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Yankton Press & Dakotan   Thursday, December 22, 2005 

 

History’s Bloody Hinge 
It is with sadness that I received news from my Yankton family of the 

death of two Yankton soldiers and injuries to three others in the South 

Dakota Army National Guard serving in Iraq. This senseless war which the 

president has led us into, so terribly like Vietnam, reminds one of the Irish 

poet, John Montague who wrote: "History creeks on its bloody hinge, and 

the unspeakable is done again." 

 

 

 
April/May 2006 

 

EUGENE  McCARTHY 
 May I add to your "Eugene McCarthy Remembered" as a fitting 

epitaph the lines of the Irish poet, John Montague: "History creeks on its 

bloody hinge, and the unspeakable is done again." 

National Catholic 

REPORTER  
May 12, 2006   Kansas City  

Rome isn’t home 
  I read with interest your editorial "We thought Rome would never 

notice" (MCR, April 14) acknowledging that the new papal nuncio, 

Archbishop Pietro Sambi, is impressed by the vitality of U.S. Catholicism. 

Your conclusion--"We  hope he makes more known in some circles the 
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good things he has seen in the U.S. Church"--reminds me of the 9th 

century Irish monk scholar Sedulius Scotus, who wrote to his fellow Irish 

pilgrims after his visit to the eternal city: 

 

"Who to Rome goes, 

much labor, little profit knows; 

for God, on earth though long you‘ve sought him,  

you'll miss at Rome, unless you‘ve brought him." 

 

I hope with you that those in some circles heed your admonition and 

that of the Irish monk.  

 

 

 
 

   May 22, 2006 

 

News from America: Irish art show has a good 
story to tell 

I CONSIDER myself to be extremely fortunate to have 
attended the launch of the new exhibition Whipping the Herring at 
the Crawford Art Gallery in Cork. The breadth and scope of this 
exhibition is stunning, as is the accompanying book with its 
informative introductory essay by Peter Murray director of the 
gallery.  This portrayal of the Irish people, my ancestors, and their 
survival and celebration in 19th century Irish art should be seen by 
all, especially school 
children who would 
wish to know and 
take pride in their 
culture and history. 
The Crawford 
gallery has special 
sessions for 
children. One partic-
ular painting caught 
this visiting Irish- 
American's attent-
ion. It was News 
from America, 
1875, by James 
Brenan, headmaster 
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at the Cork School of Art for nearly 30 years.  This poignant 
painting portrays a young, barefoot girl reading a letter to her father 
in a stone cottage in West Cork. The description of the painting 
reads: "News from America contains one of the strongest 
narratives, where the introduction of the government national 
school education system in Ireland has enabled the girl to read and 
write, while older members of her family remain illiterate".   It 
is no whingeing on my part to observe that the British parliament 
voted the National School Act of 1831 ''to enable the Lord 
Lieutenant of the Ireland to assist with the education of the people", 
but only if the instruction and textbooks were exclusively in the 
English language. This requirement contributed to the rapid decline 
of the Irish language and had fatal effects on the old Gaelic 
traditions.  Thomas Davis observed that at this time the vast 
majority of people living west of the line drawn from Derry to 
Cork spoke nothing but Irish daily and east of that line, a 
considerable minority did so.            
 He concluded in a famous speech in 1846: "To lose your native 
tongue, and learn that of an alien, is the worst badge of conquest - 
it is the chain on the soul".            
 In the interest of proper historical context and clarity of the 
narrative of the survival of the Irish people, I think that the 
inscription accompanying this painting should at least acknowledge 
the English-only requirement of the 1831 Education Act. It should 
be noted also that the Irish were literate in their native language for 
the previous 2,000 years and from the time of the ancient monastic 
learning centres to the ubiquitous hedge schools.      
 The exhibition has something for all to enjoy. It is a vivid 
portrayal of Irish life from festivals and fairs to marriages and 
wakes and emigration, including the pains and pleasures of 
ordinary Irish folk.              
 That's the news from America for now from this appreciative 
visitor to Cork.  

 

 
  

Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan      Friday, November 17, 2006 

'Work Enough For All of Us' 

In your thoughtful opinion "Abortion: Does The War Ever Really 
End?" (Press &. Dakotan, Nov. 14), you  write: "In short, it would seem 
better for all concerned to address the reasons why people have 
 abortions, as opposed to relying solely on defining the law." That 
statement echoes the eloquent speech on the same topic by Mario 
Cuomo, Governor of New York in 1984 at Notre Dame University. 
Gov.  Cuomo said:  
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"While we argue over abortion, the United States' infant mortality 

rate places us sixteenth among the nations of the world. Thousands 

of infants die each year because of inadequate medical care. Some 

are born with birth defects that, with proper treatment, could be 

prevented. Some are stunted in their physical and mental growth 

because of improper nutrition….If we want to prove our regard for 

life in the womb, for the helpless infant -- if we care about women 

having real choices in their lives and not being driven to abortions 

by a sense of helplessness and despair about the future of their child 

-- then there is work enough for all of us. Lifetimes of it."  

 

  Sunday, February 4, 2007  ARTS 

Translations: Speech Stumble over Lost 
Syllables-a review 
 

Brian Friel's TRANSLATIONS at the Biltmore is truly a glorious play 

portraying with elegance another painful chapter in the long history of 

Ireland. The play develops like the afternoon fog of the West of Ireland, 

gently coming upon you unawares until it fully  embraces you. The acting 

is superb, matched by a set design that makes one feel like you have had 

another visit to Ireland with its beauty and pathos.      We 

meet at the intersection of Irish Ireland and English Ireland, stumbling over 

lost syllables in mid-19th century. As the curtain descends, one is 

reminded of John Montague‘s poem, The Grafted Tongue which serves as 

an apt review of Brian Friel's masterpiece.  

 

The Grafted Tongue by John Montague:         

 Dumb, bloody, the severed head now chokes to speak another 

tongue…As in a long suppressed dream, some stuttering garbled the ordeal 

of my own. An average child weeps at school repeating its English. After 

each mistake.... To grow a second tongue, as harsh a humiliation as twice 

to be born. Decades later that the child's grandfather's speech stumbles over 

lost syllables of an old order. 
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I Kennebunkpost 
Kennebunk, Maine  March 16, 2007 

I heartily agree: School Consolidation 
 

I heartily agree with the statement of Dr. Thomas Farrell, Superintendent of 
Kennebunk (interview by Chris Flood, March 9) regarding Gov. Baldacci's School 
Reorganization Plan when he says:  "We [superintendents] had no  input. 
There was no healthy debate. He is getting what he deserves because he 
didn't think about the issues that are cropping up ... He has the audacity to 
say that kids in the state are going to get a better education with us gone."  
I applaud Dr. Farrell's public stance and opposition to this destructive plan on 
public education in Maine.  

The Baldacci consolidation plan to reduce Maine's school districts from 290 to 
26 ignores a discussion on what most agree are critical components of a quality 
education system: highly competent teachers, smaller class size and school size 
with a challenging curriculum. The assumption that ''bigger is better” is 
strongly challenged by a recent National Rural Education Association's Report 
which states: "In studies from 1960 through 
2004, there has not been evidence that 
consolidation of small districts into larger 
districts has necessarily reduced fiscal 
expenditures per pupil...School consolidation 
produces less fiscal benefit and greater fiscal 
cost than it promises. While some costs, 
particularly administrative costs, may decline 
in the short run, they are replaced by other 
expenditures, especially transportation and 
more specialized staff.  

The loss of a school also negatively affects the tax base and fiscal capacity of 
the district. These costs are often borne disproportionately by low-income and 
minority communities." (RURAL SCHOOL CONSOLIDATION REPORT. 
NREA. April, 2005). 

A forthcoming study by Ohio University researchers documents that small 
schools and small school districts in Arkansas substantially reduce the negative 
effects of poverty on student achievement and that these findings are consistent 
with ones from similar studies in Alaska, California, Georgia, Ohio, Montana, and 
West Virginia. The State of Vermont did a study in 1997 (districts with fewer than 
100 students) and came to a surprising conclusion: ''Small schools in 
Vermont cost more to operate than larger schools. But they are worth the 
investment because of the value they add to student learning and 
community cohesion."               
 In an increasingly globalized and "googlized" society, size and location 
of schools should be of less and less importance in providing quality 
education in a cost-effective way. Computers, long-distance learning 
networks, digital and video devices of all kinds, can transform even the 
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smallest of classrooms and schools as long as there are competent and 
highly qualified teachers. Administrators can find further cost effective 
savings through cooperative purchasing (i.e. school supplies, 
transportation, staff development programs). For specialized classes and 
programs with low student enrollments, collaborative programs among 
contiguous school districts can be further devised, especially when the 
State provides a financial incentive to do so. Kennebunk and Wells have 
been exploring ways of doing this.  The comments of Richard Barringer, 
professor of public policy and management at the Muskie School of Public 
Service, University of Southern Maine are instructive regarding Maine's 
future:  

"Much about Maine has changed since 1960, and more change is 

headed this way .... if we do not get it right, we may surely anticipate 

the relentless march of the larger, homogenizing American culture 

across the Maine landscape, the continuing departure of our young, the 

decline of our rural communities, and the erosion of our natural 

heritage.... we may look forward to an era of a more decentralized and 

responsive state government; more effective and efficient (if a little 

more distant) local government; an economy built upon high standards 

of quality and high-end products and services; new, compact villages in 

which to raise our children and renew community life .... a community 

college system that eases the passage of every high school graduate and 

adult learner to the world of opportunity and responsibility.... a natural 

environment that remains accessible to all and the envy of the nation." 

(Changing Maine, 1960-2010. Introduction. Tilbury Press, 2004.)   

              

Consolidation and homogenization of school districts alone do little to 

improve education and may do a great deal of harm in the long run. 

Consolidating school districts invariably leads to consolidating schools 

when money gets tight. And how does the Governor's proposed plan 

absorb several hundred laid-off school superintendents and over 600 

unemployed teachers into the Maine economy in a constructive and cost-

effective way? All those who take the lead in this business of consolidation 

need to seriously heed the counsel of people in the local community who 

have the vision and vitality to offer the best to our young people of whom 

Dr. Farrell is an excellent example.  

 

 (NOTE: Robert Lyons was Executive Director for 20 years of an 

educational collaborative of seven towns near Boston, which provided 

regionalized educational programs under local control of the school 

committees in a cost effective manner.)  
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  June 02, 2007 

 

Story behind a monument 

 In condemning Ireland's 

plan to build the M3 roadway 

through Tara, Dr Sean Duffy, 

of the department of medieval 

history at TCD, is both 

eloquent and passionate. He 

stated "No conquering army 

had ever attempted to destroy 

it. We will be the first generation in 5,000 years to deface 

Tara. This motorway will cut us off from our past.‖ (Letters, 

May 22).                 

 Dr Duffy echoes the voice of Frank O'Connor who was  

scathingly critical of those who neglected Ireland's heritage  

and of the educational system which leaves the Irish in such 

ignorance of their rich history.        

 O'Connor wrote: "No one who does not love the sense of 

the past should ever come near us ... there is a story behind the 

monuments which you will see on every hand" (Holiday 

Magazine, December, 1949). He denounced the modern 

despoilers and "businessmen with an eye to the main chance.‖

 O'Connor recounted the verse of a 9th century poet who 

wrote from the quiet valley of Tara:  

"Tonight at least wind is high,  

The sea's white mane a fury,  

I need not fear the hordes of hell  

'cross the Irish Channel."      

As Bertie Ahern seeks to form a new coalition to govern  

Ireland, he might seriously reflect that there is indeed a "story 

behind the monuments" before bulldozers plow up the quiet 

valley of Tara. The hordes of hell to be feared today are the 

despoilers from Dublin, no longer those across the Irish 

Channel. The temporary halt of bulldozing must be made as 

permanent as the Hill of Tara itself.  
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IRISH AMERICAN NEWS 

Chicago     September 2007 

 

Paddy Homan, Cork to Chicago, Social Worker & 
Singer  

 
By Robert F. Lyons  
 
(Robert F. Lyons, special correspondent, Kennebunkport, Maine has lived in 

Cork, Ireland for much of the past seven years. He teaches Irish Films and Irish 

Readers Theater at the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute, University of Southern 

Maine, Portland, and has taught the same at University College Cork and 

Dartmouth College. He co-produced Paddy Homan's CD: Far From the Land.)  
 

PADDY HOMAN, a Cork man now living in Chicago, is pursuing his 

dual career goals of social worker for the elderly and a singer of 

traditional Irish music, Homan arrived in November to begin his work as 

Director of Client Services at Wellspring Personal Care in Chicago, 

an agency providing in-home care for older adults and the disabled. He 

is utilizing his singing talents as part of a social activity program for the 

agency's clients and 

is presently engaged 

in an outreach 

program to provide 

services to the 

elderly Irish.  
No stranger to 

Chicago, Homan did 
his social work 
internship with 
Wellspring Personal 
Care, and worked at 
the Cook County 
Office of the Public 
Guardian. After receiving his degree at University College Cork in 2004, 
he worked in Children's Protective Services. He is a frequent performer at 
the Irish American Heritage Center (next on September 28th), a regular 
guest on the Maureen O'Looney's WSBC 1240 AM program Wednesday's 
at 9p.m.. He has been a featured singer at Chicago‘s South Side Irish St. 
Pat's Day Celebration since 2005, where one of the organizer's said "Paddy 
is the ultimate pro--most entertaining--we see him as one of our own now".  
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Paddy sings traditional and contemporary Irish songs that highlight 
aspects of Ireland's rich history and culture. Homan will be performing at 
Celtic Fest Chicago in Grant Park on Sunday, September 16th, at the 
AT&T Celtic Voice Tent at 5p.m. He will be the resident singer at the 
weekly Irish music session at the Galway Arms on North Clark Street 
beginning in mid-October. He performs in the Fifth Province at  
the Irish American Heritage Center on a regular basis. Homan will give a 
stage performance in the IAHC's new theater on the 18th of October. He 
will be joined by John Williams, one of Chicago's finest musicians, for a 
concert that will encompass the ancient classic Irish songs in the English 
and Irish language.                
 On September 15th and 16th, Paddy will be guest on Celtic 
Connections radio for a program on "A History of Irish Tenors" with host 
Bryan Kelso Crow of the University of Southern Illinois. The program is 
broadcast on 99 public radio stations and the Internet (see 
celticconnectionsradio.org for stations and times) and will feature 
legendary tenor, John McCormack to Josef Locke and Cork's Seán Ó Sé. 
Paddy will offer commentary, and several selections from his CD, Far 
From the Land, will be played during the one hour broadcast.   
 Homan says he is looking forward to doing this radio program and 
exploring "that distinctive brand of tenor called 'Irish'.‖I think the best of 
Irish singing remains popular today because it 'says a song , as Seán Ó Sé 
puts it, it tells the story of the people, a love of Ireland expressed through 
her ancient and contemporary songs. That love and passion were carried 
across the oceans by the emigrant Irish, reinvigorating the musical 
traditions of those who remained at home." Homan won the Tenor Solo 
competition and the much coveted Thomas Moore Cup in the Feis Maitiu 
in Cork in 2001.               
 Homan just returned from Maine where he had a sold-out concert in 
August at the River Tree Center for the Arts in Kennebunk and a return 
engagement at the Long Creek Youth Development Center in Portland. In 
October, he performs at Harvard University's 27th Annual Celtic 
Colloquium, providing live singing accompaniment of songs of Ireland on 
the pathway to freedom for the showing of the silent film, Irish Destiny 
(1926), on Ireland's War of Independence. He will be joined by Larry 
Reynolds, fiddler and maestro of Irish music in New England for almost 
half a century. In April, Paddy gave the same program at the Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute, Northwestern University. He already has 
scheduled engagements for next St. Patrick's Week in Chicago and Boston 
as well as bookings for weddings a year away and for holiday and 
corporate events.                
 While mastering his responsibilities as Director of Client Services at 
Wellspring and maintaining an active performance schedule of singing 
engagements, Paddy continues his interest in elder care issues,  
particularly, the Irish Law Reform Commission's recommendations for the 
protection of older people, including establishment of a new Office of the 
Public Guardian in Ireland. He seems assured of future  
engagements in New England judging by recent reviews: "Paddy Homan's 
performance was such a delight, and surely one of the most memorable 
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evenings I have spent in Maine. His incomparable voice, engaging 
personality, and witty stories combine to beguile the audience and bring 
warmth to the heart." (Philip Harley, East & Design, Kennebunkport).  
 

 

 

 

 
 

Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan     

 

Friday, September 21, 2007 

Willowdale School District #3 All-Class Reunion 
Planned 
 

 

 

 

WHEN WORD traveled through cyberspace that the alumni of 

Willowdale School District #3 were planning to have the first-ever all 

school reunion on September 29, 2007 in Yankton, I wondered if my wife, 

Nona, and I would be able to make the trek from New England. But when I 

saw that the majority of my five older brothers and about 50 other people 

educated in that one-room schoolhouse planned to attend as well as some 

of teachers, I knew we had to make the 3000 mile journey. So we eagerly 

look forward to that trip down memory lane and what's left of the willow 

lined lane east of Yankton.   

About 40 years ago when I was enrolled at Manhattan College in New 

York City in a Masters of Education Administration program, I let out to 

those seasoned and quite citified classmates that my primary school 

education began in a one-room school on my father's farm and that I 

walked to school every day down a dirt road with my five brothers and 

twin sister to the schoolhouse. My classmates held me in a certain awe 

after that admission, except for the few who would not believe there was 

anybody alive who had lived in that pioneer way except in the TV series, 

Little House on the Prairie. I did not tell them that it took us all of about 

five minutes to skip along from our house through the woods and over the 

fence to Willowdale School on my father's farm.    

I expect to relive the delights of those early years with my classmates 

Joan Madison Nielsen and Midge Van Epps O‘Flaherty (I wonder if she  
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still plays the piano so well by ear). I am looking forward to this reunion 

especially to meet up with my first and third grade teachers, Barbara 

Bernston and Alice Thomsen who will be joined by two other teachers: 

Josephine Smith Barger and Pat Van Epps Farley who graduated from 

there.  The local organizing committee (contact Karen Olson Lindgren, 

605-660-6437 or kri@byelectyric.com) hopes that the word may get out to 

others to join the reunion at the Willowdale School Saturday, September 

29 at 10 a.m. and conclude with a no-host dinner at Ma and Pa's Highway 

50 in Gayville at 6 p.m. 

        I remember very 

well my first day at 

Willowdale in September 

of 1943 when all seven of 

the Lyons children stood 

in front of the grape arbor 

on my parent's farm to 

face the morning sun 

rising over the big red 

barn so that mother's 

Kodak box camera could 

capture the moment when 

finally all her children 

were going to school.  

  We proudly 

displayed our Big Red 

Chief writing tablets and 

number two pencils, and 

sported new striped polo 

shirts. Then the six of us, 

Bobby-and-Betty (they 

spoke of us twins as one 

then) and Tom, Gene, 

Frank and Jack formed a 

parade down the willow tree-lined road to the country school. Big brother 

Pat sped off to high school uptown in his model T, a recent graduate of 

Willowdale.                  

 With my father on the school board and my mother a former 

schoolteacher of English and grammar, no Lyons child ever went to bed or 

left the breakfast table without homework carefully checked.    

 In the early 1930s, one of the school‘s teachers, Violet Turner, lived in 

the backroom upstairs in our farmhouse. I think she paid either five dollars 

a week or more likely five dollars a month for the room. My father 

provided her with cordwood for the small wood stove to do light cooking, 

and mother invited her to Sunday dinner.    
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Willowdale School educated hundreds of children from that part of 

Yankton County for 96 years beginning in 1873 until February of 1969 

when it became part of the Yankton Independent District. The school was 

not only where we got educated, but where the people went to vote, to have 

community and 4-H meetings, and during the depression, gather for card 

games on a Sunday afternoon. Every one brought an apple or cheese or 

fresh baked bread or whatever they might have to share in those lean and 

dusty thirties.                  

 Alma Burke, County superintendent, some years ago provided me with 

the Yankton School Bulletin 1956-57 which gives a brief history of 

Willowdale:  ―'When the school was first built it was known as the 

Harrison school in honor of William Harrison who lived on the first farm 

north of the school (west of the William Lyons farm). The first teacher was 

Mary Johnson. Some of the first pupils were Frank, Joe, and Fred Sickman. 

The largest enrollment was 40 pupils. Sometime later, Mr. Ben Schlaefli 

donated the land where Willowdale is now located and the name changed 

to Willowdale because of all the tame willows around it. The oldest person 

living in the District is Wallace Shipton, who is 92. The second oldest is 

Addie Van-Epps, who is 86 years old. The school district was organized in 

1873.‖                  

 Alma Schlaefli Nelson gave a lively account of Willowdale in the early 

years around 1900 to the Yankton P&D historical notes columnist, Ellen 

Tobin: '...church-school life centered around the Willowdale schoolhouse. 

W. H. Ball [Yankton pioneer] and his wife and daughter, Lillis, organized 

a Sunday School which was held there regularly. Mrs. Nelson (Alma 

Schlaefli) and her brother were baptized in the school house by a 

Methodist minister in 1906....The Sunday school continued until 1912. 

(Yankton P&D, November 25, 1982, p A2).        

 The rural school system originated from the vision of Thomas Jefferson 

who drafted one of the most far-reaching legislative acts in American 

history, the Land Ordinance of 1785. He and the Founding Fathers 

believed that an educated citizenry was the building stone for a democracy 

and mandated in the Land Ordinance of 1784 and the Northwest Ordinance 

of 1785 that one section in each township was to be reserved for the 

support of 'common schools'. The Homestead Act (1862) established that 

section #16 of each township must be reserved for a public school. For 

nearly one hundred years, Willowdale and hundreds of similar rural 

schools in South Dakota were examples of a now all but vanished lifestyle: 

independent, family-centered, and consciously tied to the soil.     

 When Willowdale discontinued as a school in 1969, the land and 

school building reverted to the Pat Lyons farm. It is now the headquarters 

of Yankton's snowmobile club, the Lewis & Clark Winter Wheelers whose 

members have kept the school in excellent condition and recently replaced 

the bell in the tower. The alumni and graduates of Willowdale will gather 

there at 10 a.m. on September 29 to view the school and share stories and 
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pictures of their experiences there. In the spirit of the old days, there will 

be a sing-a-long of favorite songs from the Golden Song Book.    

 But the September 29th, 2007 reunion calls us back to this spot along 

the Jim River, to that schoolhouse where our earliest introduction to 

learning began. We look forward to hearing about the journeys our 

classmates made and to why they are coming back to Willowdale today. 

  

 

About the author:  Robert F. Lyons of Kennebunkport, Maine is an 

alumnus (1943-47) of Willowdale School District #3 which was located on 

his parent's farm, Bill and Mary Lyons, 4 miles east of Yankton off 

Highway 50 on Willowdale Road--now on his brother's farm: Pat and Pearl 

Lyons. 

  

 

 

 
    

January 12, 2008 

 

Clinton victory headline said it all        
 
 I THINK the Irish Examiner should get the Pulitzer Prize for best 

headline and story (‗Hillary leaves pollsters in tears after shock victory in 

New Hampshire‘ (January 10).             

 The pundits and media here in the US utterly ignored the realities seen 

on the ground. Several of us attended a giant rally for Hillary Clinton at the 

Salem High School in New Hampshire on the eve of the primary election.  

She gave an excellent one-hour presentation, lively and concise on all the 

major issues. She took many questions and engaged in intelligent dialogue 

with the audience.               

 The auditorium held about 1,000 people who had patiently waited in 

line for 90 minutes to get in. A long line of people stretching around the 

high school eventually watched on TV monitors in the cafeteria. Later that 

night the Boston TV newscasts, and other media, reported that Obama 

supporters had waited in lines around the building and could not get in — 

the sign of a sure winner.              

 Not a word was reported about the enthusiastic long lines waiting to see 

and hear Hillary‘s excellent presentation and her intelligent conversation. It 

was the voice of a competent and experienced leader. The TV media report 

that night consisted mostly of a lingering camera shot of Hillary‘s alleged 

tears in the diner — the most famous tears that never fell. Most of the 
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media and pundits appear to be driven by such a strong anti-Hillary bias 

that they have simply abandoned any sense of professional standards and 

ethics.                    

 It seems they have forgotten, if they ever knew, the old ‗who, what, 

where, when and why‘ template I learned in my high school journalism 

class. My thanks to the Irish Examiner for such an accurate and amusing 

report on the subject. I wonder is it unmanly for pollsters and TV reporters 

and commentators to tear up in public after such a shock victory repudiates 

their predictions? 

 

 
February/March 2008 
 

 

NOTE from EDITOR of IRISH AMERICA:     12/10/07   

 

Dear Bob:   
 
Thank you for sharing such a lovely story.  It's particularly poignant 
for me as all my mother's family -- The Walls, Cullinans and Egans 
are from Dungarvan. --Thanks. Patricia (editor)  
 

My Journey Home        
  

In your excellent editorial: Isle 

of Hope, Isle of Tears (December 

2007 /January 2008), you write: 

―And so we dedicate this issue to a 

country where dreams can still come 

true. And as we pay tribute to those 

on our Business 100 list we put 

forth the hope that today‘s 

immigrants, Irish and otherwise, 

who languish on the sidelines waiting for proper documentation, will 

eventually get through the process and have a shot at keeping the American 

dream alive.‖   I would like to pay tribute to the story of some of those pre-

Ellis Island and pre-Business 100 List Irish immigrants who responded to 

the opportunity of this country and successfully took a shot at the 

American dream and built this country. To them, and to those on your 
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Business 100 list, I dedicate the following essay, a celebration of Irish 

success in middle-America, beginning in New York City in mid-19th 

century which has made all of our current success possible. 

 

   

The Journey Home      

  

From a pest house in New York City, my great-grandparents, Jeremiah 

and Ellen Lyons, had the first glimpse of their new home, America. Forced 

to flee famine and oppression, they left Dungarvan, County Waterford, 

Ireland in 1845.   Filled with hope for a better life and $1,500 sown in 

Jeremiah‘s underwear, they made the crossing. But when Jeremiah caught 

the cholera on board ship, he was isolated from his wife and two young 

daughters, Bridgit and Margaret. Upon arrival at the docks, unknown to 

Ellen, Jeremiah was placed in a pest house along the shore line.     

 There he was nursed by anonymous caretakers. For three months Ellen 

searched every shanty and shack in New York City until, in the words of 

the story recited at every family reunion:  

 

One day a man said, 

 ―Well, yes, but it just couldn‘t be him,‖  

―He was so old and bearded and thin.‖  

If she wished she may come in and look,  

There were no records on the book,  

He seemed to be traveling alone,  

His memory was gone, and without name or home.  

Thus she found her Jerry, lying on a bed of straw.  

His face was drawn in a look of awe.  

What had happened in the past there was no telling—  

He raised his head and whispered ―Ellen.‖ 

 

 

The money had disappeared. After Ellen nursed her Jerry back to health 

they joined with other recent arrivals to build the railroads from New York 

to Chicago. Near that windy city, with a growing family – including my 

grandfather, Will – they became successful farmers and later moved farther 

west to Iowa and finally Dakota Territory where they spent the autumn of 

their lives with their pioneer sons and daughters. Ellen and Jeremiah 

brought with them, and passed to their children, and their children‘s 

children, a passion for education and a strong commitment to exercise the 

civic virtues of their new country.               



 

 

61 

 

They were the real radicals in America‘s history. These people lived in 

their adopted land, not as victims of the oppression they had fled, but as 

confident and contributing citizens who saw that their own fulfillment was 

in helping to build this country, its schools, farms and businesses. When I 

reflect on their odyssey, I realize that the journey to my home began in a 

pest house in New York City where the kindness of strangers gave my first 

American relatives a taste of the goodness and greatness of its people.   

            

Note: Robert Lyons grew up in South Dakota, where his Irish ancestors 

homesteaded. He teaches Irish Studies in OSHER Lifelong Learning 

Institutes at Tufts University, Boston, and University of Southern Maine, 

Portland. He and his wife, Nona Lyons, have lived much of the past seven 

years in Ireland and now reside in New England.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Yankton Press & Dakotan    Thursday, May 22, 2008 

McGovern's Reversal 
 

 Former Sen. George McGovern's announcement that he now endorses 

Sen. Barack Obama to be the Democratic nominee for president leaves 

unanswered any convincing reasons as to why he is changing his mind. 

Originally a supporter of Sen. Hillary Clinton, McGovern joins a long line 

of Democratic male politicians who have made premature declarations as 

to whom should be the party's nominee. These men seem to have fallen 

victim to the fashionable gale that suggests Obama's "rippling rhetoric of 

hope" will unite and inspire the country, without a rigorous review to 

determine if there is any substance behind his words. 

 Howard Dean, chairman of the Democratic National Committee, has 

acknowledged "that misogyny and sexism reared its ugly head in this 

campaign and is an issue that needs to be addressed." The flawed vision of 

many leaders in the Democratic Party might cause them to reflect that: 

"Hell hath no fury like a woman scorned"--and like the fury of Clinton's 

long time, loyal supporters scorned. The Clinton supporters‘ energy and 

money will be necessary to win against Sen. McCain. 

McGovern's call for Clinton to exit the race is disrespectful to voters 

who have yet to make their own declarations. Clinton has claimed 

impressive victories in major population centers in large urban centers, as 
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well as in smaller towns. Barely 200 pledged delegates separate her from 

Obama. Responsible polls suggest that Clinton is the one to defeat a 

Republican opponent in the next election. If delegates from Florida and 

Michigan are allowed at the Denver convention, the picture changes 

rapidly. She cannot be dismissed lightly as a leader and powerful force in 

the Democratic Party. 

 As a native South Dakota farm boy and an avid McGovern supporter in 

the only state that voted for him, I suggest that his recent speeches in 

support of Obama, like a bad plow, won't scour. I hope I won't have to dig 

out my ‗72 bumper sticker again after the November election: "Don't 

blame me, I'm from Massachusetts." 

 

 

 

 

 

June 3, 2008 

 

Solomon they're not 
 

 AN ACT of Votracide was committed by the Democratic Party's Rules 

and Bylaws Committee on Saturday. 

 Its action of awarding elected pledged delegates from Michigan, which 

Sen. Clinton won in January by a wide margin to the other nominee and 

devaluing by 50% the votes of all delegates from Florida and Michigan 

was no Solomon-like act of  wisdom. 

 

 

York County Coast Star 

Kennebunk, Maine     Thursday, July 3, 2008   

How about water for life  
 

 The Kennebunk, Kennebunkport & Wells Water District Board of 

Trustees should sign the proposed contract to sell our local natural water to 

Nestlé Co. (a.k.a. Poland Spring) only on condition that Nestlé Co. would 

deliver 50 gallons of KKWD/Poland Spring water weekly to every 

household in the water district totally free and in perpetua. 

 Should the trustees sign the proposed contract without this agreement, 

they should be rounded in Dock Square, Kennebunkport at 12 noon on the 

fourth of July and pelted for two hours with contents of unlimited bottles 

http://www.coaststar.com/
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of Poland Spring water for an act of high theft and treason, similar to the 

cattle rustlers and water bandits of the 19th century. 

 If the quality of our KKWD water is so delicious and profitable, let the 

towns advertise it widely and people will drive to southern Maine to 

partake of such a treat to quench their thirst which will generate revenues 

for all of our struggling towns and villages. With such a marketing plan, 

the KKWD water wells and aquifer could become like the holy wells 

which dot all of Ireland, places of respect for the natural resources of the 

earth that may also be curative and regenerative. We would all be healthier 

and wealthier for such an enterprise. 

 

 

 
 

 Saturday, January 10, 2009 

 

If bishop won’t go, then fire him 
 

Having lived in Cork for much of the past nine years, it is chilling to 

read, at this late date, of the diocese of Cloyne's effort to dismiss the audit 

of its flawed child protection practices and its failure to protect children 

from clerical sex abuse ('Ten fresh sex abuse claims are uncovered in 

diocese', Irish Independent, January 8).         

 How many more claims need to be uncovered before the Bishop of 

Cloyne departs or is removed?  Dr John Magee should heed the advice of 

the Archbishop of Dublin and Primate of Ireland, Diarmuid Martin and do 

"what is best for child protection". If Dr Magee's self-reflection does not 

bring about his resignation, then Pope Benedict should intervene and 

remove this bishop for dereliction of duty.  

Pope Benedict could profitably reflect on the words of a great Irish 

missionary at another time of great scandal when church leadership was 

falling far short of the ideal.  

Columbanus, the Irish monk from Co Meath and missionary to Europe, 

wrote to Pope Boniface IV in the 7th century urging him to do the right 

thing, for ―. . . (this) storm threatens the wreck of the ship of the church; 

and hence it is that I, a timid sailor, cry out, 'Keep watch, for the water has 

already made its entrance into the vessel, and the ship is in jeopardy . . . 

Watch therefore, I beg you, Pope, watch, and again I say, watch . . . since 

your watchfulness will be the salvation of many, just as on the other side 

your carelessness will be the destruction of many." (Letter to Boniface IV, 

610 AD)                   
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 If that is too distant a lesson to ponder when a storm threatens to wreck 

the ship of Church, then there is the more recent case of Bishop Bernard 

Law in Boston who, after a long period of denial and effort to cover up 

misdeeds, was forced to resign for shielding paedophile priests.  

Columbanus surely would say again today: "watch therefore, I beg you, 

Pope, watch, and again I say, watch! . . . your carelessness will be the 

destruction of many."  

 

 

 

  

 

Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2009 

 

Obama and the Firestorm Over Ethics 
 

Former Senator Tom Daschle's multimillion-dollar income representing 

many in the health care industry and his nonpayment of $128,000 in taxes 

certainly caused many of us former South Dakotans to wonder if he 

contradicted the old adage that ''you can take the boy out of the country but 

you can't take the country out of the boy.''  

Living in Washington and making all those millions seems to have 

done just that to Tom Daschle.  

Now that he has withdrawn his nomination, onward, Mr. Obama, and 

don't repeat this mistake in your next appointment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, July 17, 2009 

In the words of a wise white man 
 

RE: "SOTOMAYOR repudiates 'wise Latina quote‘ (Page A1, July 15): At 

Judge Sonia Sotomayor‘s confirmation hearings, Sen. Jeff Sessions of 

Alabama, the ranking Republican on the judiciary committee, was still 

concerned that her "background will... affect the result in cases, and that's 

troubling me." Other Republicans joined in attacking the Supreme Court 

nominee for her remark that a "wise Latina" judge would usually reach 

better conclusions that a white man, despite her calm explanation of the 

context of that remark.              
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 Her critics ignore history and tradition best expressed more than a 

century ago by Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr., one of the most respected 

justices ever to sit on the Supreme Court: "The life of the law has not been 

logic; it has been experience. The felt necessities of the time, the prevalent 

moral and political theories, intuitions of public policy, avowed or 

unconscious, even the prejudices which judges share with their fellow man, 

have had a good deal more to do than the syllogism in determining the 

rules by which men should be governed. The law embodies the story of a 

nation's development through many centuries, and it cannot be dealt with 

as if it contained only the axioms and corollaries of a book of 

mathematics." 

 Viva la wise Latina! 

 

 

 

 
 

Yankton Press & Dakotan   July 27, 2009 

 

Viva la wise Latina! 
 

 Re: Judge Sonia Sotomayor‘s nomination to our nation Supreme Court, 

I read with interest the announcement from my native state by its two 

senators. Tim Johnson declares support for it. John Thune opposes it 

because he is worried about "a record of bringing personal views into her 

decisions." (Press & Dakotan, July 21) 

Sen. Thune would do well to review our judicial history and tradition 

best expressed more than a century ago by Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr., one 

of the most respected justices ever to sit on the Supreme Court: "The life of 

the law has not been logic; it has been experience. The felt necessities of 

the time, the prevalent moral and political theories, intuitions of public 

policy, avowed or unconscious, even the prejudices which judges share 

with their fellow man, have had a good deal more to do than the syllogism 

in determining the rules by which men should be governed. The law 

embodies the story of a nation's development through many centuries, and 

it cannot be dealt with as if it contained only the axioms and corollaries of 

a book of mathematics." 

 Viva la wise Latina! 

 



 

 

66 

 

 

 
Saturday, August 1, 2009 

Regulating sale of Mass cards 
  

Madam.,-I read with interest the announcement by Minister of State, 

for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, John Curran, that starting in 

September, only "Mass cards approved by a Catholic bishop or by the 

provincial of the congregation of priests established under the authority of 

and recognized by the Catholic Church may be offered for sale..." ("New 

law to regulate sale of Mass cards", July 31). Martin Luther would be 

pleased that the State finally is dealing with this problem of bogus Mass 

cards. 

 

 

York County Coast Star 

 

Kennebunk, Maine     October 5, 2009 

‘Big Boxes’ equal bad business  
 

Town Manager Barry Tibbetts is reported to have said that he was 

shocked to get the news that the Stop & Shop supermarket will close its 

doors Oct. 30, (Coast Star, Oct. 8). For nearly everyone else in the 

Kennebunks, the shock quotient was of the same quality as that of Captain 

Renault when Major Strasser ordered him to shut Rick's Cafe Americain in 

that most memorable of Bogart films. When asked by Rick what's going 

on, Renault replies: "I am shocked! Shocked! to find that there is gambling 

going on here!" (Casablanca, 1942). 

The Stop & Shop spokesman said: "We underwent a customer business 

review and made the unfortunate and difficult decision to close the store." 

Had the town officials and Stop & Shop listened to the customer reviews 

of the Big Box proposal in 2006-7, this costly fiasco could have been 

avoided. This should once and for all demonstrate to the town officials that 

bigger is not better. 

The grocery needs of this community are quite adequately served by 

Garden Street Market and Bradbury Brothers Market, locally owned and 

operated, and locally supported. There's no need in the future to be shocked 

at what's going on here! The customers, citizens and taxpayers have 

definitively voted with their pocketbooks to reject the Big Box business in 

the Kennebunks. 

http://www.coaststar.com/
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  Monday, December 28, 2009 

 

Where does healthcare go from here? 

The negativity principle of the Republican Party is on full 

display in the actions of Senators Olympia Snowe and Susan 

Collins. ("Snowe, Collins vote party line on health 

bill", Portland Press Herald, Dec 21).   Snowe says the bill 

is "moving too fast".  Is our most seasoned Senator slowing 

down? Collins repeats the hysterical misstatements of 

reduction of services for seniors consistent with the mantra of 

the Party of No.  What a contrast to the  extraordinary 

leadership exercised by their predecessor, Margaret Chase 

Smith who as a freshman senator rose above the ideological 

limits of her own party to confront the anticommunist crusader 

Sen. Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin by delivering a 15-minute 

―Declaration of Conscience‖ speech that changed the nature of 

public discourse if not policy in the U.S.         

      She said:  ―It is high time that we stopped 

thinking politically as Republicans and Democrats about 

elections and started thinking patriotically as Americans about 

national security based on individual freedom. It is high time 

that we all stopped being tools and victims of totalitarian 

techniques—techniques that, if continued here unchecked, will 

surely end what we have come to cherish as the American way 

of life.‖ (June 1, 1950) Snowe and Collins will long be 

remembered for their failure to see that it is high time now to 

stop thinking politically as a Republican or Democrat and to 

start thinking of affordable health care for all Americans. 
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  April 3, 2010 

 

Sen. Snowe blames Democrats when they deserve 
praise  
 

Sen. Olympia Snowe singles out Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid 

and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi for the ―divisiveness and bickering 

―(―Snowe faults Reid, Pelosi‖, Portland Press Herald, Mar 30th) in the 

successful passage of the National Health Reform Bill. It is difficult to 

understand Snowe‘s fundamental opposition when Joe Ditre, executive 

director of Consumers for Affordable Health Care says, ―….the final law is 

not all that different from the bill produced by Snowe and the other 

bipartisan negotiators on the Senate Finance Committee.‖ (Mar 30th).  

What part does she oppose?  

 

 No setting lifetime limits on coverage? 

  Coverage of children even if with pre-existing conditions?     

 Young adults remaining on parents‘ plan until age 26? 

 Tax credits for small businesses to offer coverage?    

 Higher taxes for families with income higher than $250,000? 

 Mandated coverage regardless of medical condition, a person‘s 

sex or health status? 

 

Snowe‘s distinguished predecessor, Sen. Margaret Chase Smith, 

exercised extraordinary leadership by confronting the apocalyptic rhetoric 

and reckless accusations of Sen. Joseph McCarthy: 

  

―It is high time that we stopped thinking politically as Republicans and 

Democrats about elections and started thinking patriotically as Americans 

about national   security based on individual freedom. It is high time that 

we all stopped being   tools and victims of totalitarian techniques — 

techniques that, if continued here   un-checked, will surely end what we 

have come to cherish as the American way of   life.‖  

 

That speech dramatically changed the acrimonious climate of debate at 

that time.  If Sen. Snowe would have delivered this identical speech, 

substituting the words ―health care for all citizens‖ for the words ―national 

security‖, she might then have stood proudly on the platform in Portland 

on Thursday with Pres. Barak Obama to celebrate this milestone in our 

history. 
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Chicago Irish-American News     Friday, April 9, 2010 

 

By Robert F. Lyons, Special Correspondent 

Story of the Divided blanket 
 

An Irish Narrative on Elder Care for our time. 

 

 

If you give your son an inch of his way, he’ll take a yard.     

 

Ma thugann tú órlach da shlí dod mhac tógfaidh sé bánlámh .         

-- Irish proverb. 

                   

 There is an ancient Irish Law (Brehon) which mandates: ―When you 

become old, your family must provide you with one oat cake a day, plus a 

container of sour milk. They must bathe you every twentieth night and 

wash your head every Saturday. Seventeen sticks of firewood is the 

allotment for keeping you warm.‖            

There is also an ancient cautionary tale regarding elder neglect found in 

an Irish folktale taken from James Loughran, a farmer, in County Louth in 

1963 that is a re-packaged version of the identical narrative about old age 

that found in a thirteenth-century France fable (a fabliau) ¹. The folktale 

is called: The Divided Blanket and takes place in a family of three 

generations: grandfather, son and grandson:  The grandfather is about to be 

thrown out of the house by his ungrateful son. His little grandson 

intervenes and gives the old man, his grandfather, half a blanket as a 

protection against the cold out there on the streets. The young boy 

promises that when the time comes for him similarly to throw his father 

out, he will then hand him the other half of the blanket. Predictably, given 

this unexpected warning, the son then repents and allows the old man, his 

father, to stay.                 

 In Irish tradition, there are four divisions of life: twenty years a-

growing, twenty years in bloom, twenty years decaying, and twenty years 

when it's all the same if you are there or not. For the Irish as well as the 

French, old people in their final stage were seen as useless. Old men were 

depicted as seeking nothing more than hogging coveted space by the fire. 

Old women had long ceased to delight but might be useful as child 

minders.                   

 Looking at the situation from the point of view of the elderly, what 

could the old do to remedy their plight, according to these stories?  
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Absolutely nothing, if the old have been foolish enough to divest 

themselves of all their possessions to the point of being as naked ―as a 

peeled twig.‖  Children were not always kind to useless mouths.   

 An Irish proverb warns: if you give your son an inch of his way, he’ll 

take a yard (ma thugann tú órlach da shlí dod mhac tógfaidh sé bánlámh).   

The story of the Divided Blanket resonates in our fiscally stressed decade 

and conveys the perennial wisdom with the same implied advice:  Mind 

your children and your assets! And may you hope for such a wise grandson 

[or nephew or niece], if need be! 

 

¹This article is adapted from: Narratives of Old Age in a French Fabliau 

and an Irish Folktale, Grace Neville, University College Cork. 

(Proceedings of Harvard Celtic Colloquium: Vol. 18/191.1998.158-168). 

  

 

 

                                          
Monday, May 03, 2010 

Vatican critics travel in good company 

THE criticism by a number of Irish priests of the Vatican‘s 

(i.e. the Pope‘s) response to the Murphy report and the 

ongoing revelations of a global clerical abuse cover-up is well 

stated (‗Priests criticise Vatican response to report fallout‘, 

April 22). Those priests travel in good company with a similar 

astute critic, the Irish scholar Sedulius who complained in the 

ninth century:    

"To go to Rome –                   

Is little profit, endless pain;                  

The Master that you seek in Rome,               

You find at home, or seek in vain."    

‗Techt do Róim,                        

mór saítho, becc torbaí;              

 in Rí con-daigi i foss,             

 manim bera latt ní fhogbai‘. Trans. by Frank O’Connor.   
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The Pope should not just be accepting the resignations of 

yet another Irish bishop, and yesterday a German bishop and 

today a Belgium bishop, with others anticipated in a slow drip-

drip-flow.                  

 The Pope should be demanding their resignations the first 

moment evidence surfaces of clerical sexual abuse and of its 

cover-up by bishops anywhere in the world.  Jesus would 

expect no less of his ambassadors and followers on earth:  

"Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, 

for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these 

(Matthew 19:14). 

  

 

June/July 2010 

Reflections on the Great Hunger 
 

My great-grandparents witnessed food riots with loss of life when the 

1
st
 Royal Dragoons fired into the hungry crowd September 29, 1845 in the 

seaport town of Dungarvan as ‗steel ships‘ sailed away with good Irish 

corn and oats.---Reprinted from letter to editor, March/April 1997. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE END 
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Judge a man by 

his letters if 

you want his 

essence. 

-John B. Keane, 

playwright & 

storyteller 

Co Kerry, Ireland 
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